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12th January 2016



Over Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Over Parish Council held on 12th January 2016
PRESENT
Chair: Mr G Fenn
Councillors :
Mr G Twiss, Mrs P Scrivener,  Mr T Sutton,  Mr G Carr, Mr S Friend, Mr B Sutton, Mr B Burling, Mr J Lewis(arrived at 8.05pm), Mr S Couper and Mr R Robinson. 

Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance
Parishioners :  
County Councillor: None present
District Councillors: Cllr Burling
	Item


	1
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Cllr Hudson.

	2
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

	
	Mr Couper declared an interest as he is now a trustee of the Over Day Centre, being appointed as our representative on that body. This was duly noted.

	3
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

	
	Several members of the public were in attendance including Gareth Edwards who was representing Les Nicholas in relation to the planning application for the Exhibition Public House. The Public were invited to address the meeting and Mr Edwards took the opportunity to explain that the new application in relation to the Exhibition had been in response to the Parish Council’s comments that smaller, affordable housing was scarce within the village.  He thanked the Parish Council for supporting the previous application. Mr Twiss commented that the Parish Council had not if fact supported the application but had merely submitted a comment of “no recommendation” and he felt Mr Edwards’ statement and the inclusion of this fact within the planning application were misleading. He also noted that the application includes access from the site onto Hilton Street onto a blind bend and that the parking spaces allowed for did not look practically possible, the latter may result in parking on Hilton Street. Mr Edwards noted that the highway safety would be a matter for Highways and that the practicality and feasibility of the spaces had been researched.  

	4
	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8th DECEMBER 2015

	
	Duly signed.

	5
	VILLAGE MATTERS

	5.1
	To receive report relating to the Green and Village issues. 

Green etc-No formal report had been received but Mr Bridgman had informed the Mr Fenn that he was chasing Fenland for the quote for the surfacing at the Recreation Ground and that since our attempts to prevent the vehicular use of the Gravel he has been unable to take the green waste to this area for composting.  Mr Fenn will discuss this and the issue of the funding for the defibrillator with Mr Bridgman.
Fencing at the Recreation Ground-Mr T Sutton had obtained pictures of the proposed fencing however several Councillors had looked at the existing fence and thought that it looked in reasonable order. Mr Friend felt that it would be better to stick with the existing fence and perhaps ask Mr Bridgman to secure it with screws and washers from now on as this would be a more stable fixing. The consensus was that we should hold off on replacing the fence but continue to monitor.

	5.2


	Pavilion refurbishment

The lowest quote we had received was still unsurpassed at £11,976.13 plus VAT. Mr Sutton questioned if it was worth spending this sum on the Pavilion or should we look at rebuilding. Mr Fenn noted that this had been discussed for several meetings now and he had spent a significant amount of time looking for suppliers and obtaining quotes and at no point had anyone suggested this as a course of action previously. If replacement was to be an option we would be unable to erect a larger building and whatever we did build would be restricted by virtue of the location being a Conservation Area. Mr Twiss also pointed out that currently the maintenance costs of the Pavilion are quite low, and if these costs were becoming prohibitive it would be appropriate to look at replacement however this is not the case, if we were planning to look to this at some point in the future we should also look to build up our reserves to finance such a project. Mr Burling felt that if the windows and doors were replaced the building would look a lot better and this could encourage the users to take more responsibility for the Pavilion and take more care of it. The Clerk pointed out that the Section 106 fund is for the enhancement of recreational facilities and could possibly be used for such a project but we would need to consult with the District Council on this. Mr Burling will talk to the appropriate officers. We may also be able to apply for energy efficiency grants. Mr Twiss proposed we go ahead and accept this quote with the funds coming from either our reserves or if deemed suitable from the Public Open Space reserve. Seconded by Mr Couper, Unan.

	6
	REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

	6.1
	County Council-Mr Hudson’s report had been circulated.

	6.2
	District Council-Mr Burling reported that the discussions relating to the Willingham/Over Boundary review had been postponed. It had come to light that the petition which a group of individuals in Willingham had instigated appeared to be being promoted using information which was not supportable. Mr Burling felt that due to the seriousness of this issue it would be a good idea for us to inform the public of the facts and suggested that a submission for the Over News be drafted which could also be posted on our website and published by Over Village Standard.  This was agreed and Mr Burling will draft something and pass to the Chairman for comment. It was also agreed that we should nominate Councillors to attend the Boundary review meeting when it is re-scheduled. Mr Fenn proposed Mr Twiss attend this meeting along with Mr 

	
	Burling if possible, seconded by Mr Robinson, Unan. Mr Lewis joined the meeting at this point.

	6.3
	PCSO-Nothing to report, we will ensure Mr Carr’s details have been received by the PCSO.

	7
	PLANNING

	7.1
	S/2456/15/OL-Residential development on land off Haden Way, Willingham for Manor farm development and R Munns. Mr Fenn proposed “No recommendation” seconded by Mr Twiss, 10 for, Mr Burling abstaining.
S/2890/15/RM-Appearance, landscaping, layout and scale at 38 Mill Road for Mr & Mrs Corney. We had been informed of some issues raised by a neighbour including a boundary issue surrounding the proposed removal of trees to allow for sufficient sight lines onto the highway, these trees are within the garden of the neighbour and without the removal of these the sight lines are poor. There is also an issue of overshadowing to the southern boundary of 18 Mill Road which with some sympathetic re planning could be alleviated. Mr Twiss proposed “Refusal” on the grounds of unresolved visibility splays to the front of the site and ask the District Council to consider the impact of the three proposed screening trees on 18 Mill Road, as drawn on the plans. Seconded by Mr Couper, 10 for, Mr Burling abstaining. Mr Fenn proposed we request this application be passed to the planning committee and that we nominate Mr Twiss to attend and speak at this meeting on our behalf, seconded by Mr Friend, 10 for, Mr Burling abstaining.
S/2980/15/FL-Proposed change of use of existing public house to four residential dwellings at The Exhibition, King Street for L Nicholas. Several letters expressing concern had been received from residents. Mr T Sutton and Mr Lewis both declared interests and signed the declaration of interest book. Following discussions Mr Twiss proposed “Refusal” on the grounds of highway safety as the access to the site is proposed to be via Hilton Street on a blind bend, he noted that a better access could have been via King Street, the parking provisions seem inadequate for the number of vehicles the applicants propose will be accommodated on site. It had originally been envisaged that there would be one dwelling sited here and the proposed four is an overdevelopment of the site and out of keeping with the surrounding dwellings. Seconded by Mr Fenn, 7 for, Mr Lewis and Mr T Sutton unable to vote due to interests and Mr Friend and Mr Burling both abstaining. Mr Fenn proposed we request this application be referred to the planning committee and we nominate Mr Twiss to attend and speak on our behalf, seconded by Mr Robinson, 8 for, 2 unable to vote and Mr Burling abstaining.
S/2977/15/FL-Bungalow conversion to add additional living space on ground floor level at 17 Willingham Road for E Baker. Mr Couper proposed “No objection” seconded by Mr Carr, unan.
S/0002/16/FL-Change of use from carpentry workshop to storage and distribution with ancillary office use class B8 at Chain Farmhouse for Burling Bros Ltd. Mr Burling declared an interest, signed the declaration of interest book and left the meeting. Mr Robinson proposed “No objection” seconded by Mr Carr, unan. Mr Burling was then invited to re-join the meeting.
Mr Twiss noted that at the previous meeting where we had commented on the proposal for the development at Mill Road we had not requested this item be referred to planning committee. Mr Fenn proposed we recommend this and appoint Mr Twiss to attend and speak on our behalf, 9 for, 1 against, Mr Burling abstaining.
C/11/40/076-Tree works at 25 Long Furlong for A Mills. No comments.

	7.2
	Permissions-Single storey front extension to 56 The Lanes.

	7.3
	Refusals-Refusal for a single garage at 39 The Lanes

	7.4
	Appeals-Notification that the appeal in relation to 59 High Street has been dismissed.

	8
	APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS

	8.1
	To approve payment of outstanding accounts 

It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices and cheques as listed:

Clerk’s Salary-January



                 
               572.97
Dave Bridgman-Green etc December                                                                       322.00
Cambridgeshire ACRE-subs                                                                                       54.00

J W Burgess-hire of digger and driver                                                                       192.00

Sorrell Electrical-Christmas lights                                                                                60.00

RS Groundcare-Green verti-draining                                                                         420.00          
Mr G Twiss-Land registry searches *3                                                                         18.00     

	8.2
	Receipts- None received

	9
	REVIEW OF ACCOUNTS TO 31ST DECEMBER 2015, 2016/17 BUDGET AND PRECEPT

	
	The accounts and budget document along with supporting notes had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. The Clerk gave a breakdown of how the reserves were made up. Some amendments were made to the budget document, final version appended to these minutes, and it was agreed we should undertake flailing work at Dockerill Brook, as there is concern the overgrowth here could result in flooding in Fen End, Mr Burling will contact the appropriate authority to confirm. We have the power to undertake such works under the Public Health Act 1936.  Mr Couper had circulated a report from the Day Centre and the level of funding here was discussed, it was agreed we retain the funding at the existing level but that we consider any additional request for funding made later in the year and fund this from our reserves. Mr T Sutton asked for information on what other Parishes give and the attendance breakdown, Mr Couper will obtain these. Mr Twiss suggested we look at setting a sum aside for the investment in joint capital projects at the Community Centre, in principle this was agreed but Mr Burling was concerned that although in the light of subsequent research the situation may be different to what had been previously envisaged we should not just disregard the advice we had received from CPALC, he felt we should perhaps approach another body such as Cambridgeshire ACRE for advice to ensure we are not acting illegally. This was agreed.  Mr Twiss proposed a precept of £50,000, with £14,000 of the Community Centre Projects Fund coming from the increased precept and £6,000 coming from reserves. Seconded by Mr Fenn, unan.

	10
	ALLOCATION OF RECYCLING CREDITS

	
	To be held over for the next meeting.

	11
	REGISTRATION OF LAND UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH

	
	To be held over for the next meeting.

	12
	RIGHTS OF WAYS, TREES AND PONDS

	
	To be held over for the next meeting.

	13
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES

	
	Nothing pressing, the Community Centre and Day Centre having been covered during the precept discussions.

	14
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

	
	Village Website-Albert is no longer able to administer this, Mr Fenn has found someone who may be willing to take this on and he will follow this up. 

Clerks and Councils Direct. 

SLCC newsletter.

	15
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR COMING MEETING

	
	Allocation of recycling credits, Registration of land under the stewardship of the Parish, Rights of ways, trees and ponds, Standing Orders and Financial regulations etc.

	
	Next meeting dates: Full Council  – Tuesday 9th February 2016 


The meeting closed at 10.26pm
Chairman

