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19th December 2017



Over Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of Over Parish Council held on 19th December 2017
PRESENT
Chair: Mr G Fenn
Councillors :
Mr T Sutton, Mr G Twiss, Mr B Burling, Mrs P Scrivener, Mr S Friend, Mr R Robinson, Mr J Lewis and Mr B Sutton. 
Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance
Parishioners : None
County Councillor: None
District Councillors: Cllr Burling
	Item

	

	1
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Mr S Couper and Cllr Hudson. Mrs J Davies absent.
	

	2
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
	

	
	None received
	

	3
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	
	No members of the public were present
	

	4
	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14th NOVEMBER 2017
	

	
	Duly signed.
	

	5
	VILLAGE MATTERS
	

	5.1


	To receive update relating to the Green and Village issues. Mr Bridgman had provided an update of the current matters and the Chairman highlighted these. Mr Bridgman has cleared a lot of rubbish from the Doles following the recent hedge cutting, he has also spoken to the resident who had expressed concerns over the state of the lane. He notes that there appears to be some water seepage under the floor in the pavilion toilets and wonders if this could be from the water table, the drains have been inspected and no issues found here and Councillors do not believe the water table would be so high as to cause this. He is concerned about the state of one of the cast iron benches on the Green and Mr Robinson suggested that this be left at present and removed for possible repair when the weather conditions permit. 
Pavilion roof repairs-Nothing to report
Cricket Club-A letter of support for the grant application to refurbish the kitchen area in the Pavilion will be drafted.
	

	6
	MATTERS OF INTEREST FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
	

	6.1
	County Council- Cllr Hudson’s update had been circulated to Councillors. It was felt that a meeting with the County Council highways officers to address planning concerns would not be viable at this time. 
	

	6.2
	District Council-Cllr Burling reported that the District Council have offered to install two 240litre bins at Overcote and these would be emptied fortnightly, they will also remove the concrete rings which are presently there. It was felt that this would be a good idea although Mr Burling was asked to ascertain the size of the bins and also how these would be secured so they would not float away during times of flood. It was felt that we should wait to see how this works before having the rings removed. In the meantime we need to arrange for Mr Bridgman to empty the bins here.
We have not been successful in our application from the Community Chest fund for funds towards erecting road signs in the Fen and it was agreed this be brought into our budget considerations.
	

	6.3
	PCSO-Nothing to report. We will try to ascertain who our current PCSO is and contact them about some concern which have been raised by residents.
	

	7
	APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
	

	7.1
	Clerk’s Salary- 
December   






 584.48

Clerk’s Expenses April to November                                                                                       131.05

D Bridgman-            November                                                                                                509.73
Cambridgeshire ACRE subs                                                                                                     55.50

Cameo-Community Centre curtains                                                                                     4,345.20

M D Contracting-Green and Doles cutting 
                                                                        540.00
Cambridge Water-Pavilion                                                                                                      140.15
Approved between meetings:

TLC-Purchase of bulbs for Christmas Lights                                                                            32.28
	   

	7.2
	Receipts-J Roberts £25 re Church Pond site wayleave.

	

	8
	VILLAGE FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS AND POSSIBLE S106 FUNDED PROJECTS INCLUDING UPDATE FROM AD HOC WORKING PARTY
	

	
	The group has now met and a list of possible projects has been drawn up, following discussions it was agreed that Mr Burling will ask the OCA Committee to draw up a list of projects they would like to see considered and then representatives from the Committee and the Council ad hoc group could arrange to meet and discuss these. Mr Twiss will “flesh out” the list in the meantime. The group had been joined in their meeting by the Section 106 officer and a planning officer and concerns had been raised about the state of the path along Willingham Road, as this would be a major route which would be used by residents of the new development on the corner of Mill Road, The officers suggested the Parish Council request that the planners consider including a planning condition in relation to this application which would seek to address the state of this path, it was agreed this should be done.
	

	9
	PARISH BOUNDARY 
	

	
	Councillors had been made aware of the outcome of the second meeting in relation to the boundary issues and they felt that there were no good reasons for any change, Mr Burling reported that in fact at the meeting the applicant himself had been unable to give a good valid reason for change. The Committee had requested that the two Parish Councils meet up to look at a possible compromise and Mr Twiss pointed out that if we made no attempt to look at a compromise then the Committee would be likely to impose one on us. It was unanimously agreed, by way of show of hands that that any change was not justifiable but it was agreed the nominated representatives should still meet with Willingham Parish Council representatives. 
	

	10
	PLANNING
	

	10.1
	S/4290/17/OL-65 Dwellings on land to North and East of New Road for Kodiak. Mr Robinson and Mr Fenn signed the declaration of interest book and stepped out of the meeting. Mr Twiss took the chair. Mr T Sutton noted that there had been some safety issues recently at the Recreation Ground and he felt some provision for fencing should be made, there were also concerns about the drainage of the run-off water from the development and also the issue of the access from Station Road. Mr Lewis proposed “no recommendations” but that the above comments should be included in our response to the District Council, seconded by Mr Twiss, 6 for, Mr Burling abstaining and Mr Robinson and Mr Fenn absent from the discussions and vote. 
Mr Robinson and Mr Fenn re-joined the meeting and Mr Fenn took the chair.
S/4067/17/FL-New garage, car port and store building at 17 Overcote Road for T Farrow. Mr Twiss pointed out that the plan showed Overcote Road pond site as being within the applicant’s ownership and this will be highlighted in our response to the District Council. Mr Robinson proposed “no objections” seconded by Mr Lewis, unan.
S/4006/17/FL-Addition of second storey and enlarged porch at 25 Unwins Lane for S Burrows. Mr Lewis proposed “no objections” seconded by Mr Burling, unan.
S/4172/17/FL-Single storey rear extension at 10 Giffords Way for A Clow. Mr Lewis proposed “no objections” seconded by Mr T Sutton, unan.
S/4185/17PA-Prior approval for proposed change of use of agricultural building to dwelling for the Barn, off Hitherford for B Moore. Mr Twiss proposed we re-iterate our objections from the former application S/3436/17/FL as these comments also apply to this new application, seconded by Mr B Sutton, 8 for, 1 against.
S/4333/17/FL-Rear infill extension at 18 Long Furlong for J Crawford. Mr T Sutton proposed “no objections” seconded by Mr Burling, unan.
TPO Church End-No comments.
	

	10.2
	Permissions- The District Council have granted permission for extensions at 10 The Doles, a single storey extension at 4 High Piece Crescent and the removal of condition 8-traffic calming feature re land adj to 66 Station Road.
	

	10.3
	Refusals-The District Council have refused permission re the lawful development in respect of the use of the orchard at 77 Station Road as residential garden.
	

	10.4
	Appeals etc-We have been notified that the previous application re The Barn S/3436/17/PA has been withdrawn. S106 agreement in relation to Burling Brothers dwelling at Chain Farm, Overcote Road-It was agreed that this be signed by the Chair and Vice Chair.
	

	11
	REGISTRATION OF LAND UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH
	

	
	Mr Twiss reported that the Land Registry were not satisfied as to the extent of our management of these areas and said that we had not shown adverse possession by excluding other people from them. This was clearly missing the point, since we own them as public open space, and management of open land is inevitably occasional as needs demand. He had contacted Clerks of neighbouring villages and discovered that one had registered all their very similar areas a few years ago with the Land Registry's support throughout the process, and had done so on the grounds of adverse possession. It seems that they are far less willing to assist, and indeed seem to be obstructive, when legal representatives are involved - a face-to-face meeting that we had requested would have to be in Hull, accompanied by the legal adviser, with all issues documented in writing beforehand, and no verbal evidence being accepted on the day. The Council felt that this would be a pointless journey, and were also concerned about the mounting costs of the project. It was agreed that Mr Twiss should make direct contact with the Land Registry to try to establish why, when we had provided so much evidence to support our applications, they were unwilling to proceed, and to see if there was an alternative way forward
	

	12
	SPEED SIGNS
	

	
	This will not be progressed any further until the new year.
	

	13
	HIGHWAYS ISSUES AROUND THE VILLAGE INCLUDING SURFACING AT GLOVER STREET/LONG FURLONG
	

	
	We have received representations from a resident who has expressed concern over the state of some of the road surfacing in the Village, he has taken this up with the County and District Council and also his local MP. Following some discussion it was agreed that unfortunately, as the Parish Council have neither the power nor jurisdiction to act directly in relation to road repairs and maintenance, the only avenue open to us is to continue to lobby the County Council, which is the authority having responsibility for these issues, via our County Councillor and it was agreed we should do this as a matter of urgency. 
	

	14
	REQUEST REGARDING POSSIBLE COFFEE SHOP AT THE PAVILION
	

	
	We have received a request from a resident for us to consider the use of the Pavilion for a coffee shop. It was felt that this would not be viable as the current facilities in the kitchen at the Pavilion are not of a suitable standard for such a venture. It was suggested they perhaps contact the Community Centre whose kitchen has a 5star hygiene rating to see if this would be something they might consider.
	

	15
	VILLAGE BEACON
	

	
	This is in hand.
	

	16
	VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD
	

	
	This too is in hand.
	

	17
	ROAD SIGNS IN AND AROUND OVER FEN
	

	
	This will be addressed at our forthcoming budgetary meeting.
	

	18
	UPDATES FROM PC REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES
	

	
	OCA-Have not met since our last meeting but we have received a letter of thanks for our recent donation in respect of the fireworks event. 

Over Day Centre-Mr T Sutton asked if Mr Couper would be able to give an update on the progress in relation to the requests for funding from other parishes.
	

	19
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Letter of thanks from OCA re Fireworks donation
	

	20
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR COMING MEETING
	

	
	Precept
	

	
	Next meeting dates: Full Council  – Tuesday 9th January 2017.
	


The meeting closed at 10.15 pm
Chairman

