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14th October 2014




Over Parish Council

7.30pm 
Minutes of the meeting of Over Parish Council
Over Parish Council Meeting, held in the Town Hall, Tuesday 14th October 2014
PRESENT
Chair: Mr G Fenn

Councillors :
Mr G Twiss,  Mr T Sutton,  Mr R Robinson, Mrs P Scrivener,  Mrs C Bidwell,  Mr J Lewis, and Mr B Burling. 

Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance

Parishioners : None
County Councillor: Cllr Hudson
District Councillors: Cllr Burling
	Item


	1
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Received from Mr Oxley and Mr Mason, also Cllr Manning.

	2
	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9THSEPTEMBER 2014

	2.1
	Matters of accuracy arising from the previous minutes-for information. Minutes were duly signed. 

	3
	CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR

The District Council have informed us we are now able to proceed with Co-option, no applications have been received as yet and we will advertise the vacancy in the Parish Council Over News page and on the website.

	4
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public were in attendance.

	5
	VILLAGE MATTERS

	5.1
	To receive report relating to the Green and Village issues- Mr Bridgman had emailed a report to the Chair and the salient points were discussed.  Most of the play equipment repairs have now been completed.  It was agreed that the slide at the Community Centre should be monitored over the coming months. We have received quotes from Atlas Tree Surgery for the works to the trees at Church End pond site, all works totalling £1,030 plus VAT and also the trimming of the hedges at Giffords Way and Turn Lane, these quotes totalling £180 plus VAT. Mr Burling proposed these quotes all be accepted, seconded by Mr Robinson, unan. Mr Robinson will let Atlas know of this decision. A piece of the woodwork on the village sign is missing.

	5.2
	Green Encroachment- CAPALC do not have a standard form of wayleave but Mr Twiss had looked into the issue further and felt that perhaps a form of easement would be more appropriate. It was agreed he and the Clerk find a suitable lawyer who specialises in planning. Usually the initial consultation is offered free of charge in such cases.

	5.3
	Rubbish disposal-.Dave is happy to have additional black bins for the disposal of village bin waste located at his house, Mr Burling will organise. OCA have assured us they do not require any donation in respect of the waste disposal. It was noted that the electrical recycling collection earlier in the day had not gone smoothly, apparently more items than expected had been left out so several collections had been necessary. Mrs Scrivener will be contacting the organisers to discuss this.

	5.4
	Quote for repairs to play equipment on the Green-We have received a quote from Wicksteed Leisure to repair the items in need of repair on the Green. It was agreed we continue to monitor the cradle swing and will look at perhaps replacing this item with some of the public open space money we have received, Councillors were encouraged to look at the site for consideration of what new items should be purchased.

	6
	REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

	6.1
	County Council-A report had been received from our County Councillor and this had been circulated to Councillors. Cllr Hudson encouraged Councillors to spread the word about free childcare for two year old children, he also informed us that we should be receiving some information following on from the recent flooding. Key personnel have recently left and this has resulted in several issues in relation to hedge and ditch work, Cllr Hudson has pursued this issue with more senior Council staff and hopes our outstanding issues in relation to hedge cutting and ditch clearance will now be addressed. The Council are looking to ascertain a point of contact within each Parish who they can alert if flooding is expected, the Clerk offered to take this role on but noted that she would need contacts to pass such information onto. 

	6.2
	District Council-Cllr Burling reported that the District Council had given a community chest grant of £1,400 to Puddleducks. 

	6.3
	PCSO-Nothing to report

	7
	PLANNING

	7.1
	S/2036/14/FL-Retrospective application for a porch at 12 James Wadsworth’s Close for P Whitmore. Mr Lewis proposed “no objection” seconded by Mr Sutton, Unan.
S/2259/14/FL-Revised scheme re pumping station at Webbs Hole Sluice for I Hardwick, Gallagher Estates. Mr Sutton proposed “approval” seconded by Mr Lewis, Unan.
S/1729/14/FL-Erection of garage/workshop/store following demolition and clearance of former agricultural steel framed barn at 14A Fen End for P Maguire. Mr Lewis proposed “no objection” seconded by Mr Robinson, 7 for, Mr Burling abstaining. 

	7.2
	Permissions-The District Council have granted permission for an extension at 10 Glover Street, single storey extension at 63 High Street, two storey extension at 27 Station Road, an extension at 43 Station Road, and approval of reserved matters for Northstowe.

	7.3
	Refusals-Of outline permission for the erection of one dwelling to the rear of 18 Mill Road. Mr Twiss gave a brief report from the planning meeting which he attended on our behalf at the District Council.

	7.4
	Appeals-Notification of appeal decision re land to west of Haden Way. The appeal was dismissed but costs were awarded.

	8.1
	FINANCE-To approve payment of outstanding accounts

It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices and cheques as listed:

Clerk’s Salary-October





500.50 


Over Conference & Community Centre-hall hire         


  24.00

DRE Pest control-wasp nest removal at play area


  72.00

FDS Grab hire-Sandpit pond


                          1,440.00

PKF Littlejohn-External audit




240.00

Wicksteed Leisure-play equip repairs



192.20

D Carman-Doles green lane ditch


              
           2,361.60

G Twiss-reimbursement re title deed maps



    9.00
We have received a credit note from Wicksteed Leisure and so the amount due is lower than the original invoice. A cheque had been raised in August for the original amount but not sent out. This cheque has been cancelled.

The work at the Doles Green Lane had been reviewed and the County Council Parish Path Officer had also visited to view the work. There was minor issue and Mr Robinson will talk to the contractor. At Sandpit Pond a large amount of spoil had been left, the quote only allowing for two loads of spoil to be carted away. It was felt that this should be left over winter and if necessary be removed when conditions allow. Atlas Tree Surgery had carried out some works here but had made no charge for this, we will write and thank them.

	8.2
	Receipts-None received

	8.3
	REVIEW OF ACCOUNTS TO 30TH SEPTEMBER 2014

These had been circulated prior to the meeting. Mr Twiss reported that at a recent meeting he had attended Public Works Boards Loans had been promoted as a fitting way to finance major projects, the repayment of such loans being made by those who will be using the asset rather than the works being funded by brought forward reserves accumulated from those who had not yet had the benefit of the assets. He also flagged the issue that we have a substantial general reserve and noted that consideration should perhaps be given to transferring an amount from this reserve to a specific reserve ie replacement of play equipment or indeed the refurbishment of the Pavilion. The Clerk also pointed out that the public open space fund could be used to fund new play items as this fund is more restricted in its use. It was agreed that the issue of reserves be reviewed at the budget meeting. Councillors were encouraged to give consideration to budget requirements and this will be an agenda item for the next meetings.

	9
	LAND UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH INCLUDING SIGNAGE AT OVERCOTE

	
	Mr Twiss had progressed this further and Mr Burling proposed we go ahead and register the Mill Road Pond site and the Gravels, seconded by Mr Fenn, Unan. Mr Burling to provide map references for the Gravels. Signage for Overcote to be addressed as soon as possible.

	10
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 

	
	Fishing-Mr Robinson reported that littering at Overcote was still an issue. 

OCA-Mr Burling reported that, as noted earlier in the meeting, OCA had expressed no donation in relation to the village bin litter being disposed of in their commercial waste bin was necessary.  The legal work to split the two organisations is proceeding. Mr Burling noted that a dance is being held at the Community Centre and it appears that the organisers propose that some of the proceeds go towards repairs to the skate park, it appears the organisers did not realise the skate park is a Parish asset and Mr Burling has spoken to them to thank them for their kind donation and to ensure they know that it is a Parish asset.
Hanson-Have reached stage 14 out of 28. A meeting will be held soon to discuss the proposed fishing lake.

Over News page-The Council vacancy will be advertised and the deadline for applications will be set as the week prior to our next meeting. 

ODC-Mrs Bidwell reported that the fundraising for the minibus is going very well. A dance will be held on 29th November.

Northstowe-Meeting is next week. Mr Twiss reported that at the recent planning forum meeting, the District Council stated they were still pursing possible exception sites, they have set up a company, the Ermine Street Housing Company whose aim is to build housing, this is being funded from District Council reserves and some concerns over the security of the Council’s reserves were made. He had also raised the issue of impartiality in regards to officers giving pre-application advice and subsequently determining applications. He had been assured that delegated decisions were in fact made by more senior officers and usually more than one officer and that the more junior staff were the ones who dealt with pre-application advice.

	11
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Clerks and Councils direct
The new Conservative candidate for our parliamentary constituency has asked to come and meet Councillors, and has been allowed a slot at 7.15 before the start of the meeting.

	12
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR COMING MEETING
Budget consideration.

	
	Next meeting dates: Full Council  – Tuesday 18th November


The meeting closed at 9.40pm
Chairman
