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14th April 2015




Over Parish Council

7.30pm 
Minutes of the meeting of Over Parish Council
Over Parish Council Meeting, held in the Town Hall, Tuesday 14th April 2015
PRESENT
Chair: Mr G Fenn

Councillors :
Mr G Twiss,  Mr T Sutton,  Mr R Robinson, Mrs P Scrivener,  Mrs C Bidwell,  Mr J Lewis and Mr P Mason. 

Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance
Parishioners : None 
County Councillor: None present
District Councillors: None present
	Item


	1
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Received from G Carr, B Burling and Cllr Hudson. M Oxley absent.

	2
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

	
	None received at this time.

	3
	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10th MARCH 2015

	3.1
	Duly signed.

	4
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public were in attendance.

	5
	VILLAGE MATTERS

	5.1
	To receive report relating to the Green and Village issues- 
We need to arrange for a site visit to Giffords Way to review the situation of the open space area, it was agreed this be held over until the new Council is in post, we will inform the residents accordingly. The verti draining on the Green has been undertaken and Mr Bridgman will incorporate routine maintenance measures to ensure this is effective as possible. The Yesteryear Road Run will not be stopping on the Green this year as, up until the last few days the Green was still very waterlogged. 
Litter pickers-these have not yet been received and Mr Fenn will follow this up with Mr Bridgman. Mr Clark is now retiring as a litter picker and a small presentation to him as a thank you for his years of service, coupled with a recruitment drive for new people to join the team is to be held. Mr Twiss proposed that we donate a sum of up to £100, under S137 expenditure to meet the costs of this event, seconded by Mrs Bidwell, unan.

	5.2
	Green Encroachment- We have received advice from our solicitors in respect of this issue. Several options have been identified including the granting of an easement, although we are advised that this would be difficult to enforce, it would also be possible to grant a tenancy which again would be difficult to enforce. The other option would be for the ownership of the land to be passed to the residents some of whom have already incorporated this land into their gardens. It was noted that the strip of land in question ie the four foot of land situated behind the hedge bounding the Green does not have any public access or amenity value and is no longer useful as a ditch which was its primary use originally. Our solicitors advise that our decision should be based on a commercial basis and it was noted that already a significant amount of time and some expense has been absorbed by this small area of land, and any future legal action in respect of the land will add to this, and would exceed the value of this land both financially and as an amenity. The value of the land is unknown and the cost associated with having this valued would also be prohibitive. Mr Twiss proposed that, based on our solicitors’ advice we adopt a commercial basis for our decision and do not attempt to reclaim this land but allow the householders to continue to use the land, with no charge, but with the proviso that we determine the height of the hedge, seconded by Mr Lewis, unan. We will inform the residents accordingly. We will however monitor our boundaries closely in future.

	5.3
	Rubbish disposal-Mr Bridgman is completing a map of the locations of the village bins and this will be forwarded to the District Council on completion.

	5.4
	Pavilion refurbishment-On investigation it appears due to planning restrictions we will be unable to use uPVC windows here. Mr Fenn to research other options. He will also approach Mr Warrington to see if he would be willing to prepare a planning application for us.

	6
	REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

	6.1
	County Council-None present

	6.2
	District Council-None present

	6.3
	PCSO-Nothing to report

	7
	PLANNING

	7.1


	S/0663/14/FL-Two storey side extension at 56 Cox’s End for N Fletcher. Mr Lewis proposed “no recommendation” seconded by Mr Twiss, unan.
S/0493/15/FL-Single storey front extension at 19 Chapman’s Way for L Cage. Mr Lewis proposed “no recommendation” seconded by Mr Robinson, unan.
C/11/40/076-Tree works at 16 Long Furlong. No comments were raised in respect of this application.
Mr Fenn, Mr Twiss and Mr Robinson had all attended the recent planning training event and this had been very informative.

	7.2
	Permissions-The District Council have granted permission for installation of 10kw solar PV system at Hawcroft Farm and for the erection of a dwelling and garage on land between 2 & 4 West Street.

	7.3
	Refusals-None received.

	7.4
	Appeals-We have now been notified of the appeal relating to the proposed dwelling to the rear of 18 Mill Road. Mr Twiss has compiled and submitted our response to this. We have received a copy of a letter sent to the District Council relating to the application at Keith Collier Engineering.

	8.1
	FINANCE-To approve payment of outstanding accounts 
It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices and cheques as listed:

Clerk’s Salary-April                                                                                                                 572.97
Dave Bridgman-Green etc-March                                                                                           542.76
CAPALC-Training courses for G Fenn                                                                                     70.00
Parish Websites Ltd-Website hosting fee                                                                               100.00

CAPALC membership fees                                                                                                      490.61

	
	Receipts-First half of the 2015/16 precept has now been received-£18,000.

	9
	CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST FOR FUNDING ASSISTANCE RECEIVED FROM THE CARNIVAL COMMITTEE

	
	We have received a request for financial assistance from the Carnival Committee. Mr Sutton noted that when the Community Centre had requested funding assistance in respect of the firework display this had been denied. Mr Fenn pointed out that we are legally unable to financially assist OCA in their present form due to the associated limited company and the two requests are totally different. Mrs Scrivener proposed we donate the sum of £100 for them to use as they see fit, seconded by Mr Robinson, 7 for, Mr Sutton abstaining. This expenditure will be met under S145-the provision of entertainment and support of the arts. 

	10
	ADOPTION OF 2015 YEAR END ACCOUNTS AND SIGNING OF ANNUAL RETURN

	
	The accounts had been circulated prior to the meeting and the Clerk pointed out that a £9 amendment had been made in the light of additional VAT reclaimable. Mr Twiss proposed the accounts be agreed and formally adopted, seconded by Mr Mason, Unan. The Annual Return was duly completed.

	11
	RISK ASSESSMENTS

	
	As a new Council is about to be appointed it was agreed this item be held over until they are in post.

	12
	REGISTRATION OF LAND UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH 

	
	We await a written report from the Solicitors.

	13
	OPTIONS FOR THE PROTECTION OF BOATS FROM UNWANTED TRAFFIC

	
	Mr Fenn and Mr Robinson had met with our PCSO and he has informed us that there is a new procedure we could adopt in relation to this issue. This takes the form of a protection order which is lodged with the appropriate local authority via the Police, it requires ten written witness statements and an evidence log although our PCSO advises this is a lengthy process and is not guaranteed to result in a protection order, this is however only signage and no physical barrier will be erected. It was noted that now the weather is better and the area is not so wet any use now would not be detrimental to the state of the byway. Mr Robinson had been in contact with the County Council officer responsible for this byway and he has some options for consideration, Mr Robinson will arrange a meeting with him on site.

	14
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 

	
	Hanson-Are predicting a significant number of visitors once the area is up and running. Mr Chapman has now left his current post and another employee has taken on his role.
Over Town Lands-The issue of heating in the Town Hall is being researched but the cost needs to be weighed against the income which is minimal. It was noted that there are some grants available from Cespa.
Over Day Centre-ABBA tribute band event is to be held soon. The minibus has had some issues but these are being resolved.

OCA-Mr Mason reported that currently there is no duty manager, bookings are up but conference bookings are slightly down. Mr Burling has identified someone who may be able to help with the separation of OCA and OCE.

Northstowe transport working group-Mr Twiss reported that our County Councillor, Mr Hudson is now Chairman of this group. The issue of access to the guided busway at the Gravel Road windmill had received support from those present and it has been agreed that the diversion route during the closure of the B1050 will be from Earith.

PC and Cabinet liaison meeting-Mr Twiss reported that he raised the issues with the inaccuracies with our details held on the District Council website and these have now been addressed.

	15
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Mr Sibthorpe had emailed to ask if it would be possible for us to publish draft minutes on our website, this was discussed and it was felt that it would be better for only formally agreed minutes to be published in this way. He had also asked if we had been informed by Balfour Beatty as to when the street lighting project would be completed, the Clerk had contacted them but they had been unable to confirm when this would be finalised.
Mr Mallyon had contacted us regarding damage to the grass verge at Sandpit pond, this happened sometime ago and he asked when this would be remedied. It was noted that this is highways land and we will refer this to them.

Mr Fenn has been contacted by the staff from the Community Centre who have reported issues with the skatepark. The area has a lot of broken glass and litter. There is also an element of unsocial behaviour around the Centre itself. We will ask Mr Bridgman if he can address the issue of the skatepark litter and Mr Fenn will advise the Centre staff that the unsocial behaviour needs to be reported to the Police.

	14
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR COMING MEETING

Risk assessments.

	
	Next meeting dates: Full Council  – Annual Meeting -Tuesday 19th May 2015 




The meeting closed at  9.18pm
Chairman
