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8th December 2015



Over Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Over Parish Council held on 8th December 2015

PRESENT
Chair: Mr G Fenn
Councillors :
Mr G Twiss, Mrs P Scrivener,  Mr T Sutton,  Mr G Carr, Mr S Friend, Mr B Sutton, Mr B Burling, Mr J Lewis, Mr S Couper and Mr R Robinson. 

Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance
Parishioners :  Three members of the public were present
County Councillor: None present
District Councillors: Cllr Burling
	Item


	1
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Cllr Hudson and Cllr Manning.

	2
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

	
	None received.

	3
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

	
	Mr Barry Papworth from Highgate Farm was in attendance and addressed the meeting. He had written a letter to Councillors regarding a proposal to amend the Over and Willingham Parish boundary to incorporate Highgate Farm into Willingham rather than Over. Councillors had received his letter at the previous meeting and this issue was discussed later in the meeting under item 9. 

	4
	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10th NOVEMBER 2015

	
	Duly signed.

	5
	VILLAGE MATTERS

	5.1
	To receive report relating to the Green and Village issues. 

Mr Bridgman’s report had been circulated to Councillors and the Chairman summarised the issues requiring addressing. Mr Bridgman had included in his report details relating to the cost of the cabinet to house the proposed defibrillator, discussions at previous meetings and the original request for funding assistance regarding this had centred around the cost of erection of the cabinet not the purchase of the cabinet and Mr Fenn will discuss this with Mr Bridgman. Mr Sutton had looked at costs of metal fencing to replace the wooden fencing around the play equipment at the recreation ground, an estimate of £4,324 plus VAT had been received but this was for fencing of 1.5m in height, the current fence is 1.2m. Mr Sutton will obtain some drawings of the style of fencing and we will consider this further at the January meeting, it was suggested that the existing slats could be screwed in rather than nailed which would make them more resistant to impact damage, it may also be possible to reinforce them by putting in additional cross slats. Mr Burling offered to ask OCA to angle the CCTV cameras in that direction so any vandal damage can be recorded, this was agreed.  The surfacing under the play equipment is damaged and Mr Bridgman has asked the contractor to come and look at this to give a price for repair, it is currently felt unnecessary to stop the area being used but this will be monitored and steps taken if needed.
Bus Shelter in Long Furlong-Mr Lewis has looked at the options here and is waiting for a quote.

	5.2


	Pavilion refurbishment

Mr Fenn had received a quote for the windows and doors but now has another alternative supplier he wishes to contact.

	6
	REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

	6.1
	County Council-Cllr Hudson’s report had been circulated. King Street-We have again received comments from a resident regarding the use of the road by HCV’s and asking for consideration of a weight limit to be imposed here.  Mr Twiss noted that, in his opinion, the condition of the road surface here is the cause of the problem rather than HCV’s alone.  He suggested we contact the County Council to ask them to review the state of the surface and whether they will consider re-surfacing. This was agreed.

	6.2
	District Council-Cllr Burling reported that the local plan has now been released for consultation and he has a copy if anyone wishes to look at it. It is also available on line.

	6.3
	PCSO

	7
	PLANNING

	7.1
	S/2790/15/FL-Single storey front extension to 56 The Lanes for R Ginn. Mr Lewis proposed “no objections” seconded by Mr Robinson, unan.
S/2908/15/FL-Two timber framed and clad building volumes-one and two storey rear extensions to 4 Cottenham Close for A Shooter. Mr Twiss proposed “no objections” seconded by Mr Couper, unan.
S/2870/15/OL-Construction of up to 58 dwellings etc on land to west of Mill Road for Bloor Homes.  Mr Burling stated that he was sure this application would come before the planning committee and he therefore intended to abstain from taking part in discussions and voting on this issue at Parish level. Mr Couper asked if there would be provision for social housing within this development. It was ascertained that the District Council would strive to secure 40% however this would be dependent on other development costs. Various issues were raised: Drainage-this development would result in an increase in run-off water into Dockerel brook. Footpath and highway safety-It was also noted that the proposal information accompanying the application notes that it is proposed that a 2m footpath be constructed to run around the perimeter of the development. However along the Willingham Road frontage the hedge currently overhangs the road in places so the proposed footpath is very unlikely to fit in the space available. Viability-Mr Twiss noted that within SCDC’s Village Classification Report (June

	7.1
	2012) the villages around Cambridge are ranked according to their scores on a variety of sustainability factors relating to their services and facilities. Over, already placed in the lowest category of ‘Group Village’, comes equal bottom in the ranking table of 23 classified villages, scoring a grand total of 0 points. Indeed, Over fails to score a single point in every one of the assessed factors, indicating that it is one of the least sustainable locations in the area for housing development. The site was considered during the preparation of the local plan and was considered unsuitable for residential development. Village Framework-The site in question is outside the village development area. Village status- Over is a Group Village, deemed unsuitable for developments of more than 8 houses (or 15 on a brownfield site).Amenity-Education- There would be a number of primary school aged children likely to inhabit such a development and the Primary School is currently full. It was noted that again the proposal information accompanying the application states that financial provision will be made to provide for the expansion of Swavesey Primary school, however this will result in children being needin g to be driven to and from school in the neighbouring village. The area around Swavesey Primary School already suffers extreme congestion at school times and this will exacerbate this issue and compromise further the safety of both Swavesey residents and children attending the School here. The nearest secondary school is also located at Swavesey. Amenity-Employment and shopping-As highlighted in the recent appeal decision, APP/W0530/A/12/2180704 in relation to an application for the erection of 26 dwellings on land at Station Road, the Planning Inspector stated that “There is little employment in the vicinity, there being an especially low ratio of local jobs to the working age population (village classification report 2012) and anything but the most basic shopping trip could not be fulfilled locally. Whilst the use of internet shopping is likely to be more popular in less accessible locations, the evidence falls short of proving that it plays a significant role in meeting local needs. Journeys out of the village would be a regular necessity for the majority of residents.”  Mr Couper noted that there was indeed a need for additional housing around the County and proposed “approval” there was no seconder for this proposal. Mr Twiss felt that consideration should be given to what such a development could offer the village and in light of the discussions which had taken place proposed a recommendation of “refusal” with a suitable response based on the above points being compiled. Seconded by Mr T Sutton, 8 for, 3 abstentions.
S/2902/15/FL-Extensions and alterations at Charter Cottage, Horse Ware for I Lawson. Mr Twiss proposed “no objections” seconded by Mr Lewis, unan.
Tree works at 13 Church End-For information only.

C/11/40/76-Tree works at Swan House, Church End. No comments

	7.2
	Permissions-Annex at 16 Hilton Street

	7.3
	Refusals-None received

	7.4
	Appeals-None received

	8
	APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS

	8.1
	To approve payment of outstanding accounts 

It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices and cheques as listed:

Clerk’s Salary-December



                 
               572.97
Dave Bridgman-Green etc                                                                                        585.76
Big printing-signage                                                                                                  467.40     
Ask IT-PC laptop-HP Pro-book                                                                                 251.99  
MD Contractors-Cutting of Over Green hedge                                                         180.00                   

	8.2
	Receipts- None received

	9
	BOUNDARY REVIEW

	
	Mr Burling clarified that the current boundary review process being undertaken at present is only in relation to the District Council boundary wards and does not encompass village boundary lines. He stated that there is no recommendation at present to review the physical village boundaries and the representations received from Mr Papworth have no relevance to the discussions in relation to this issue. Mr Twiss raised concerns over the tone of Mr Papworth’s letter and felt this represented Over Parish Council in an unfavourable and incorrect manner. Mr Burling noted that this issue had come up time and time again and the reasons for the boundary lines was to do with historical matters. Mr Couper had been surprised that Highgate was actually within Over boundaries and had some sympathy for those residing in the area but felt that this should not generally be a major issue. Mr Twiss noted that the only time it could be an issue is if the basis for business rates were to be changed and remitted directly at Parish level.  Mr T Sutton noted that previously Cllr Manning had stated that Willingham Parish had wished to encompass Highgate into their Parish boundary as they had no industrial area and Over did have one at Norman Way, he felt however that this was not an issue of Over Parish Council’s making. Mr Burling proposed that the boundary as it stands be retained, seconded by Mr Twiss, 9 for 2 abstentions. It was generally felt that the proposals to reduce the number of Councillors within the Over and Willingham ward was acceptable.

	10
	RECYCLING CREDITS

	
	Now received. This will be held over until the budgetary meeting in January.

	11
	REGISTRATION OF LAND UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH

	
	Mr Twiss is still working on the information required by the Solicitors but has been unable to identify deeds to support our applications and feels that the only way to progress with this is to look to obtaining statutory declarations to support our custodianship. This was agreed. We will also contact Leeds Day in case they are still holding any of our old documentation.

	12
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES

	
	OCA-Mr Burling reported that the accounts up to month 7 so far were showing an improved financial position and results were above budget. The fireworks event was well attended and covered costs. Bookings going forward are firm and the website is under re-development. He had circulated Mr Twiss’ notes to the Committee members and they have now found a charity law expert within the village who is happy to come

	
	along and address the Committee hopefully this will take place in January. The Committee are also looking to join ACRE which will give them access to legal and other services for a small annual fee. He did note that the Windmill in Swavesey is offering free hire of rooms to local organisations and this is likely to cause bookings to drop at the Centre, the Committee and management are willing to look at giving preferential rates to local organisations so he encouraged those present to pass this on where relevant.

Over Day Centre-Mr Couper reported that a meeting was due to be held this afternoon with Social Services but it had been postponed. Until the Committee know what Social Services are proposing they will be unable to assess how to move forward. 

Northstowe-Mr Twiss reported that the site is now entering the winter season and works are not progressing at present. The ponds by Hatton’s Road are being excavated and the soil is to be transported via the B1050, assurances have been given that the road will be swept regularly to keep the mud from the lorries to a minimum.

	13
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

	
	Buckinghamshire Law-The Clerk has requested a brochure. 

Christmas waste and recycling detail. 

Email re OCA-we have received an email from a resident asking for issues relating to the Community Centre to be clarified with Mr Burling. Mr Burling had read this email and had raised the issues with the OCA Committee and had been assured that the matters relating to the sound issues were all in order. 
Public Open Space-Mr Mendham, who had undertaken various building works within the village, was present and asked how the contribution he had made to public open space funds had been expended. The Clerk responded to him and informed him that all bar a small amount of this had been spent on new play equipment on the Green.

	14
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR COMING MEETING

	
	Sandpit Pond, Highways, Byways and trees. Budget and Precept.

	
	Next meeting dates: Full Council  – Tuesday 12TH January 2016 


The meeting closed at  9.40pm
Chairman

