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9th June 2015




Over Parish Council

7.30pm 
Minutes of the meeting of Over Parish Council held on 9th June 2015

PRESENT
Chair: Mr G Twiss
Councillors :
Mr R Robinson, Mrs P Scrivener,  Mr T Sutton,  Mr J Lewis,  Mr B Burling and Mr S Couper. 

Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance
Parishioners :  Several members of the public were in attendance from King Street.
County Councillor: None present
District Councillors: Cllr Burling
	Item


	1
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Received from Mr G Carr, Mr G Fenn  and Cllr Hudson.

	2
	SIGNING ON DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE BY NEW COUNCILLORS

	
	Mr Twiss reported that due to the fact that no nominations for co-option had been received the meeting which had been scheduled to be held immediately prior to this main Council meeting had not been necessary and therefore not convened. He proposed we re-advertise the vacancies in the Over News, on the website and in the noticeboards and hold the co-option open until the September meeting. This was agreed. A deadline of 2nd September will be set. We will contact the District Council and notify them of this decision.

	3
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

	
	None received.

	4
	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 19TH MAY 2015

	
	Duly signed.

	5
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

	
	The members of the public were invited to address the meeting. Mr Peter Dean was nominated as the representative and he outlined the concerns shared among residents who live in King Street. Their concerns are the impact of the increasingly large vehicles which use King Street, these vehicles cause buildings, not just the older ones, to shake and windows to rattle and residents are concerned about the possible damage which could be done to their houses. Mr Dean pointed out that the road surface is in a badly maintained state and this exacerbates the issue. Mr Burling noted that these vehicles were very likely using King Street to travel to and from the Industrial estate. Mr Twiss noted that the issue of vehicular access to and from the Industrial Estate was listed as an agenda item for later in the meeting and he proposed this be brought forward for discussion at this point in the meeting, this was agreed. Mr Twiss stated that the issue of the bad surfacing had been brought to the attention of the County Council by the Parish Council on many occasions and our County Councillor has taken this on board. He also noted his concerns about possible increased use of King Street during the imminent night closures on the B1050. This road cannot be used as part of the official diversion as it is of a lower classification than the B1050 but he was concerned that it may become an “unofficial diversion” and he had drawn his concerns to the attention of the County Council at the many Northstowe meetings he had attended. Mr Burling suggested we contact the District Council to see if the original planning permission in relation to the Industrial Estate had stipulated the erection of signage to direct vehicles leaving Norman Way to turn right and follow Gravel Bridge Road out of the village.  Mr Burling also suggested we contact the Norman Way Industrial Estate Management Association to express our concerns and ask if they would be willing for us to erect some signage if this had not been required as part of the planning consent. Mr Couper asked if we could look at what would be involved in the introduction of weight restrictions within the village, it was noted this had been explored before and would probably require County Council support, we will approach our County Councillor again to see if this would be a possibility. Mr Dean thanked Councillors and asked to be kept informed of our progress. The residents then left the meeting.

	6
	VILLAGE MATTERS

	6.1
	To receive report relating to the Green and Village issues- Mr Bridgman’s report had been circulated to Councillors and there were a couple of points he required us to action. He had asked if it would be possible for us to provide a set of steps for footballers to use to erect the goals, it was felt that, from a liability point, this was not something the Parish Council should be doing. He also asked if he could get a quote for tree and hedge work at The Doles Green Lane, this was agreed. Mr Burling noted that one of the Chestnuts on the Green, the  Coronation one, is showing signs of stress and he asked if we could get this inspected, this was agreed. Mr Burling had also been approached by a resident to ask if we could ask the owner of the bungalow on the corner of the Lanes, the one subject to a recent planning application, if they would arrange for the hedge to be cut back as this is overhanging the path, we will make enquiries to ascertain who to contact. Mr Twiss had recently contacted Balfour Beatty and had been informed that the street light works in the village were due to be completed by the end of July.
Date for site meeting at Gifford’s Way-This will be scheduled for 7pm on 14th July.

	6.2
	Rubbish disposal-We have contacted the District Council to see if we can pay for a black bin collection at Overcote but no response has been received as yet.

	6.3
	Pavilion refurbishment-Nothing to report.

	7
	REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

	7.1
	County Council-Cllr Hudson’s report had been circulated to Councillors. 

	7.2
	District Council-Cllr Burling reported that the main focus at the District Council at present is the requirement from the planning inspectors relating to the long term planning which requires the District to look to providing more housing, he was unsure at this time if this would impact on Over. There is however some preliminary exploration into the release of more green belt land around Cambridge to provide land for this purpose.

	7.3
	PCSO-Nothing to report.

	8
	PLANNING

	8.1


	S/0642/15/FL-Change of use on land at 23 The Doles for C & A Wren. Concern was expressed over this proposal that necessitated the sale of part of the public amenity area on this estate and the proposal for a fence rather than a brick wall would be out of keeping with the existing boundary marking. Mr Twiss proposed we recommend refusal on these grounds, seconded by Mr Couper, unan.
S/0981/15/FL-Two storey extension at 27 King Street for P Smith. Mr Lewis proposed “no objections”, seconded by Mr Robinson, unan.
S/1212/15/FL-Erection of dwelling and garage occupied by employee of Kerley & Co with access via Haden Way for Kerley & Co. Outline permission had already been granted for this and Mr Lewis proposed “no objection” seconded by Mr Robinson, unan.
S/2011/14/OL-Amendment to application in relation to development of phase 2 at Northstowe for P Kitson. 

	8.2
	Permissions-The District Council have granted permission for an extension at 56 Cox’s End, an extension at 70 Cox’s End and also for a dwelling on land south east of Mustills Lane.

	8.3
	Refusals-None received.

	8.4
	Appeals-None received

	9
	APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO SERVE ON COMMITTEES OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS

	
	This will be held over, keeping the status quo until the September meeting.

	10
	REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND STANDING ORDERS IN CONJUNCTION WITH INTERNAL AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS AND APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS

	10.1
	The current documents had been circulated and it was felt that we should form a smaller working group probably comprising the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Mr Couper and the Clerk to look at these in more detail as they are now out of date. Revised documents can then be circulated and reviewed at our September meeting. The recommendation from the Internal Auditor had been for the financial regulations to be reviewed bi-annually and we will seek clarification of whether this is what is meant or if the recommendation was actually for biennial review. It was noted that the fidelity cover included in the insurance policy was adequate.

	10.2
	To approve payment of outstanding accounts 

It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices and cheques as listed:

Clerk’s Salary-June







572.97

Dave Bridgman-Green etc-April                                                                                              678.45

                                           -May                                                                                             630.50

Mrs V Twiss-Litter picker’s recruitment meeting expenses                                                       78.49 

South Cambs District Council-Non contested election costs                                                  165.00
The litter picker recruitment meeting had been a success and two new pickers had been recruited, we will thank Mrs Twiss for organising this event.

	10.3
	Receipts- None received.

	11
	HCV’S LEAVING OVER INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

	
	This matter had been addressed under item 5.

	12
	REGISTRATION OF LAND UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH 

	
	This is still in the hands of the Solicitor and there was nothing further to report.

	13
	PARISH PLAN-SHORT PAPER CIRCULATED BY STEVE COUPER

	
	This had been circulated to Councillors and Mr Couper addressed the meeting. He outlined the scope and purpose of the plan and noted that the 2006 plan was probably out of date now and should be reviewed to see what had been achieved, what was unfeasible and what was still to be addressed. He felt that such a plan was a way of finding out what the village actually wants and could be used to ascertain how the Council could go about prioritising and achieving this. He suggested that a group of Councillors get together and look at the plan. Mr Burling noted that some months ago the existing plan had been reviewed by a group of Councillors and this exercise had shown that many matters had been achieved, some were outdated and others were basically wish lists and outside the powers of the Parish Council. He felt that another review would be un-necessary and that the 2006 plan was no longer relevant. Mr Twiss noted that the 2006 plan was well outside of its six year life span but felt that the Parish Council may not be in a position to judge what is and isn’t relevant but he proposed that a working group be set up to consider each item on the 2006 plan and identify those things which have been dealt with or are no longer relevant, and to consider which of the remaining items need to be revised, whether any new items should be added or whether an entirely new parish plan is needed. There were no seconders for this proposal. Mr Couper then proposed that he review the 2006 plan and current best practice. His task being to report back to the Council to identify some options on what the Parish Council could do, and how it would go about it remembering the need for pragmatism and significant village support. There were no seconders for this proposal. Mr Burling noted once again that this exercise had already been carried out and he felt that Mr Couper did not need a proposal to undertake this task. Mr Couper stated that he was looking for Council support to do this and would not want to waste his time if nothing were to come of this. He asked if Councillors were actually not interested in what the Parish want. Mr Burling noted that the Council is accessible and open to Parishioners and both Councillors and the Clerk are regularly contacted by Parishioners with requests, he then cited the presence of the Parishioners at this very meeting who had been expressing their concerns. He was more than happy for Mr Couper to go ahead and review the plan if he wished to do this but he was unable to support him in this task. Mr Couper stated that he would publish an article in the Over News to inform residents that the Parish Council were not interested in the parish plan. 

	14
	TO APPROVE THE PC’S RESPONSE TO THE BOUNDARY COMMISSION’S PROPOSALS

	
	Mr Twiss had drafted a response to the Boundary Commission’s proposals to group Over with Northstowe instead of Swavesey and Mr Burling proposed this be submitted as it stands, seconded by Mr Sutton, unan.

	
	Swavesey Parish Council are also to make additional representations and we have been copied in on the response Willingham Parish Council will be submitting.

	15
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 

	
	OSDAS-Would like the “no camping” sign at Overcote to be re-erected. We will progress this.
OCA-The AGM is to be held on 6th July and the Committee needs new members, the current Chairman will be resigning. Mr Burling had received a paper of questions which the Committee would like Parish Council’s support in forwarding to CAPALC for legal advice. The Clerk noted that Ian Dewar had been invited to attend our July meeting. It was agreed we should forward these questions to Mr Dewar and ask if he can attend the July meeting with the responses, if this is too tight a deadline we should ask if he can attend our September meeting instead. Mr Burling reported that the financial results were slightly better and they are also looking for someone to work on the website. 
Over Town Lands-We queried why we had not been charged rent for the hall, apparently this charge ceased when we were given a key to the hall and it was therefore no longer necessary for the caretaker to open and close the hall for us.

Northstowe-Mr Twiss reported that the B1050 overnight closures have now been delayed until August/September.

	16
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
None received.

	17
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR COMING MEETING
Risk assessments, Financial Regulations, CAPALC presentation, Standing Orders, Code of Conduct, Co-options and Representatives on other bodies.

	
	Next meeting dates: Full Council  – Tuesday 14TH July 2015 


The meeting closed at 9.58
Chairman
