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19th May 2015




Over Parish Council

7.30pm 
Minutes of the Annual meeting of Over Parish Council
Over Parish Council Annual Meeting, held in the Town Hall, Tuesday 19th May 2015
PRESENT
Chair: Mr G Fenn

Councillors :
Mr G Twiss,  Mr T Sutton,  Mr R Robinson, Mrs P Scrivener,  Mr G Carr,  Mr B Burling and Mr S Couper. 

Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance
Parishioners : 3 Parishioners were in attendance
County Councillor: Cllr Hudson
District Councillors: Cllr Burling
	Item


	1
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN

	
	Mr Fenn opened the meeting and called for nominations for Chair. Mr Twiss proposed Mr Fenn, seconded by Mrs Scrivener, Unan. Nominations were then invited for vice chair, Mr Fenn proposed Mr Twiss, seconded by Mr Carr, unan. 

	2
	SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE BY ALL COUNCILLORS

	
	These were duly signed.

	3
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Received from Mr J Lewis.

	4
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

	
	Mr Couper asked if he needed to declare an interest as he serves as a Trustee on OCA. Our current policy is for those who have any prejudicial outside interest which may conflict with Parish Council interests is to ask those affected to declare an interest and not participate in any decision making. Mr Couper queried if this applied to all Parish Councillors who are Trustees, it was felt that Mr Burling who is our representative on the OCA committee could participate as he needed to report back to the Parish Council. Mr Couper pointed out that under our current policy this should not be the case as Mr Burling is a Trustee. It was noted that the OCA constitution requires a Parish Council representative to be on the OCA Committee and our understanding is that this representative is required to be a Trustee, this will need to be clarified. 

	5
	CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS TO FILL VACANCIES FOLLOWING UNCONTESTED ELECTION

	
	Notification of the vacancies will be posted on the Village website, displayed in the Noticeboard and advertised in the Over News. It was agreed that next month a separate meeting should be held prior to the main meeting for the purposes of co-opting to fill the vacancies and then the new Councillors will be able to participate in the main meeting.

	6
	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14TH APRIL 2015

	
	These were duly signed. Mr Couper asked if these could be published on the website in draft format prior to being approved. Mr Fenn and Mr Twiss noted that this had been discussed previously but that it was unlikely any significant time would be gained by this. The draft minutes are currently reviewed by the Chair and it would be possible for something to appear in them which could be factually incorrect or worded in a manner as to be misconstrued. Circulating these to all Councillors for review in order to ensure they were as all had understood would also take time and by the time this had been carried out the minutes would only perhaps be able to be on the website for a few days before being taken down and replaced by the approved version.

	7
	REVIEW OF MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

	
	Noted.

	8
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

	
	The members of the public were in attendance as representatives from the Carnival Committee and this agenda item was addressed at this point.

	9
	VILLAGE MATTERS

	9.1
	To receive report relating to the Green and Village issues-The report from Dave Bridgman had been circulated to Councillors. Mr Couper asked if Mr Bridgman was asked to carry out a prescribed number of cuts or if it was left to his discretion. Mr Fenn informed Mr Couper that the latter was the case. It was agreed Mr Fenn would talk to Mr Bridgman to see if he needed any help to carry out the village maintenance at this time. 
Date for site meeting at Gifford’s Way-The Clerk will contact Gifford’s Way residents to arrange.

	9.2
	Rubbish disposal-The map of village bins has been forwarded to the District Council. It was agreed we should contact the District Council to see if we can pay for a black bin collection at Overcote.

	9.3
	Pavilion refurbishment-Mr Fenn is still looking at quotes and options for the replacement windows.

	10
	REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

	10.1
	County Council-Cllr Hudson’s report had been circulated to Councillors. He noted that, following requests from residents, he had made representations to try to maintain the mobile library service. He is still working with residents in King Street to try to address the flooding issue there. We had received an email from a resident regarding HCVs parking up overnight in the layby at the Green, as this is highway land this matter had been referred to Cllr Hudson and he is looking into what can be done to address this. Mr Twiss raised the issue of the Boundary Review. The Boundaries Commission had taken little notice of our submission, and appeared to have lost Swavesey's complimentary submission, proposing instead that we be moved into a new Division with Northstowe, Oakington & Westwick and Longstanton. Mr Twiss raised concerns that the 

	
	only substantial submission that covered the whole county had been used by the Boundaries Commission as the basis for their recommendations. However that submission was quite unusual, being written in the first person by an individual who did not reveal his identity anywhere in the document and it had been submitted by one political party. There was no indication of the author's credentials, nor of whether he had any knowledge of the areas for which he was making recommendations - so the Boundaries Commission's reliance on this document suggested a desire to take the easy route rather than thinking things through for themselves. It was also surprising that no material representations had been made by either County or District Councils, but perhaps they might be persuaded to react to the draft proposals. Mr Fenn proposed that Mr Twiss draw up a challenge to the proposal for a new "Northstowe and Over" Division, to be submitted as a further representation during this second round of consultations, seconded by Mr Robinson, Unan

	10.2
	District Council-Cllr Burling reported that following the elections the Conservative group has now increased their majority by 3. Council will be back in session this coming week.

	10.3
	PCSO-Nothing to report.

	11
	PRESENTATION BY REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE CARNIVAL COMMITTEE

	
	Jeanette Fenn, Sarah Wilkes and Lucy Smith were in attendance to present their plans for the Carnival to the Parish Council. They thanked Councillors for allowing them to address the meeting and also for the donation of £100. They handed out copies of the operational plan, site plans for both dry and wet weather, budget and accounts and details of the parade. These items are all appended to the minutes. The insurance and risk assessments will also be forwarded to the Council in electronic format. It was noted that the start time would be 1pm and that the Parade will leave Cromwell Park at 12, the Carnival will finish at 10pm. They will obtain sawdust which can be put on the Green in the event of wet weather. Due to changes in traffic policy road closures for the Parade are no longer permitted and notices will be put up around the Village notifying of the Parade route and times. In previous years donations had been made to the Over Day Centre bus appeal, this year donations will be made to the Over Primary School swimming pool fund. A request was made that during set up and take down of the Carnival the Pavilion toilets could be used, these will be locked during the Carnival, this was agreed. Mr Couper asked if the Carnival held any reserves in case of cancellation etc. It was stated no reserves were held although insurance for this eventuality had been taken out. There were no further questions and the Chair thanked the representatives who then left the meeting. 

	12
	PLANNING

	12.1

	S/1048/15/VC-Variation of condition 1 for retention of poly-tunnel on land to west of Hanson Needingworth quarry for the RSPB. Mr Burling proposed approval, seconded by Mr Carr, unan.
S/1011/15/FL-Extenal wall insulation at Charter Cottage, Horseware for I Lawson. Mr Robinson proposed “no recommendation” seconded by MrTwiss, unan.
S/0545/15/FL-Single storey side extension at 70 Cox’s End for Mr & Mrs Cook. Mr Robinson proposed “no recommendation” seconded by Mr Couper, unan.
S/0255/15/FL-Proposed dwelling and access on land to South East of 1 Mustill’s Lane for B Taylor-For information only. Noted
S/1078/15/LB-Internal alterations at 1 New Road for A Grant. Mr Twiss proposed a response of “no observations” seconded by Mr Couper, unan.

	12.2
	Permissions-The District Council have granted permission for the demolition of two bungalows and erection of one four bedroom house at 30 & 32 New Road, a single storey side extension and garage conversion at 71 Mill Road, the retention of temporary building at Riverview Farm, single storey front extension at 19 Chapman’s Way and the erection of a dwelling on land between 2 & 4 New Road. A certificate of lawfulness has been received in relation to the existing use of land at 4 Whines Lane.

	12.3
	Refusals-None received.

	12.4
	Appeals-None received. Mr Burling noted that following the dismissal of the planning appeal in relation to land in Haden Way, an appeal against this decision has now been lodged by the applicant.

	13.1
	FINANCE-To approve payment of outstanding accounts 
It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices and cheques as listed:

Clerk’s Salary-May  







572.97

Dave Bridgman-Green etc-April

Steve Aves-Grass cutting at Overcote      


                                             80.00

Play safety-Play area safety inspection                                                                                  280.80

RS Groundcare-Vertidraining at The Green                                                                           420.00

Auditing Solutions-Internal Audit                                                                                             282.00

Greenwoods Solicitors-Fee re Green Encroachment advice                                                  781.20 

CCC-Youth club funding-final grant




                          1,250.00

Mr Fenn proposed the CCC cheque not be signed and that we draw up a letter to send to express our dissatisfaction in relation to how the youth club funding has been handled, agreed.
E-on-Direct Debit re Pavilion electricity                                                                                     44.87
Approved and signed at Annual Parish Meeting
Cambridge Water-Pavilion water                                                                                               88.40                                                                          

	13.2
	Receipts- The VAT return has been submitted and a refund of £3,097.19 has been received. 

	13.3
	Re-approval of Annual Return following amendments resulting from Internal Audit 

It was noted that the interest received on the bond held at the Cambridge Building Society had been overstated and this had now been adjusted. This was noted and agreed. 

	13.4
	Review of Internal Audit report and recommendations

	
	The Internal audit report had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. It was agreed this be reviewed at the June meeting in conjunction with the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and review of insurance cover. The Auditor’s comment relating to the bookings for the Green was noted and it was felt that due to the materiality of sums involved the procedure and controls in relation to this were adequate.

	14
	REGISTRATION OF LAND UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH 

	
	We have now received a file containing the information in relation to this along with requirements from the Solicitor for further information and affidavits. Mr Twiss sought clarification from Councillors in relation to the areas which had been laid out on the maps the Solicitor had sent. It was agreed Mr Twiss, Mr Burling and Mr Robinson meet to complete the forms and these then be returned to the Solicitor between meetings.

	15
	THE GRAVEL BRIDLEWAY AND OUSE FEN BANK-DISCUSSION FOLLOWING RECENT SITE VISIT

	
	Councillors had recently met in this area with the County Council rights of way officer and the local Police to look at the situation and discuss ways forward. It appears very little can be done but the County Council rights of way officer has had signs erected. He has expressed concerns over the sitting of the concrete blocks at the Gravel and it was agreed Mr Burling, Mr Sutton and Mr Robinson will look at what can be done to alleviate his concerns.

	16
	RISK ASSESSMENTS

	
	To be held over until the main June meeting.

	17
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES 

	
	It was agreed that all who serve on other bodies be retained in their current posts until the June meeting when we will have additional Councillors and posts can be reviewed.

Over Town Lands-The issue of the heating has still to be decided. 
Hanson-A replacement for Brian Chapman is now in post.

There was nothing to report on any other bodies.

	18
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Swavesey post office proposed re-location. This has been publicised.
HCV parking in Over-this has also been forwarded to our County Councillor. We will inform the resident accordingly.

	19
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR COMING MEETING

Review of standing orders and financial regulations, Internal audit review, insurance cover, risk assessments, Village plan, HCVs leaving the Industrial estate.

	
	Next meeting dates: Full Council  – Tuesday 9TH June 2015 


The meeting closed at 9.40
Chairman
