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10th November 2015



Over Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Over Parish Council held on 10th November 2015

PRESENT
Chair: Mr G Fenn
Councillors :
Mr G Twiss, Mrs P Scrivener,  Mr T Sutton,  Mr S Friend, Mr B Sutton, Mr B Burling, Mr J Lewis, Mr S Couper and Mr Robinson. 

Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance
Parishioners :  None present
County Councillor: None present
District Councillors: Cllr Burling
	Item


	1
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Cllr Hudson and Mr Carr.

	2
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

	
	None received.

	3
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

	
	No members of the public were present.

	4
	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13th OCTOBER 2015

	
	Mr Sutton requested an amendment to these minutes and this was agreed. The Minutes were then adopted and signed. 

	5
	VILLAGE MATTERS

	5.1
	To receive report relating to the Green and Village issues. 

Mr Bridgman’s report had been circulated to Councillors and the Chairman summarised the issues requiring addressing. 
Recreation Ground play area-It was noted that there are more slats missing from the play area fencing in this area and it was agreed that these should be replaced preferably with some better quality wood. Mr T Sutton agreed to investigate prices for metal fencing retaining the current height, with a view to building this cost into our precept for the coming year. 
Green hedge-We have received an email from one of the residents surrounding the Green asking if we can ensure all arisings are cleared from his garden as he has a young puppy and is concerned about it picking up thorns, it was agreed we ask Mr Bridgman to liaise with the resident to ensure he can get access to clear the garden. 
Defibrillator-Mr Bridgman, on behalf of the first responders, has asked if we would consider funding the cost of siting a defibrillator on the school wall. Mr Twiss proposed we offer to reimburse the initial installation costs of erecting the defibrillator, seconded by Mr Fenn, Unan.

Village Market-Had been very successful and another one has been scheduled for 12th December on the Green, Mr Bridgman has suggested that if wet the school playground could be used. Mr Burling wondered if the Community Centre could be used for this, it was thought that at present the location had been chosen as the Green in order to attract passing trade, this would be more difficult if the event was at the Centre although this is perhaps something which could be addressed if the event went ahead on a regular basis.

	5.2


	Pavilion refurbishment

Mr Fenn is still waiting for final quotes to be sent.

	5.3
	Potential volunteering via Swavesey Village College-The village college have asked if we have any volunteering opportunities for some of their students, it was suggested they could do some work on the skate park area and Mr Fenn will contact them to see if this is something they would be interested in taking on.

	6
	REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

	6.1
	County Council-Cllr Hudson’s report had been circulated.

	6.2
	District Council-Cllr Burling reported that the Council is inviting nominations for people to receive community awards. Mrs Scrivener will put something in the next available Over News. Boundary review-Willingham Parish are taking this opportunity to press once again for the moving of the boundary at Haden Way, this will be made an agenda item for our December meeting. The District Council are now looking to reduce the number of District Councillors and they are proposing to reduce the number of Councillors serving Over and Willingham from three to two. The Local plan revision has been published and Cllr Burling noted that there was nothing of any significance within this for Over. The building works at Northstowe have presently stopped and there is question as to whether the primary school will now be built, the District Council are trying to address this issue. The proposed revision to the process of delegation of planning applications has now been formalised and details of this have been forwarded to Councillors.

	6.3
	PCSO-Mrs Scrivener had attended the recent modern slavery summit and found it thought provoking, she will compile an article for the Over News.

	7
	PLANNING

	7.1
	S/2411/15/FL-Annex to 16 Hilton Street for Mr Postill. Mr Twiss proposed “no recommendation” seconded by Mr Burling, unan.
S/2542/15/RM-Non material amendment for erection of dwelling at Haden Way for Kerley & Co. For information only.

	7.2
	Permissions-None received

	7.3
	Refusals-None received

	7.4
	Appeals-Demolition of rear aspect of 59 High Street and erection of two storey extension and change of use of garden area at 23 The Doles. 

	
	Mr Twiss had looked on the District Council website just before coming to our meeting and had noted that several applications had gone up on the District Council website which had not been received for our consideration yet, this may mean that unless we are granted an extension to our reporting period we may not be able to comment on these. He expressed concern that this appears to happen often at present. Mr Burling noted that this was an issue not just confined to Over as there is currently a staffing issue at the planning office. There are moves afoot to make the whole process electronic but this would mean we would need to invest in some technology to be able to view applications. It was pointed out that we perhaps could hold meetings at the Community Centre who already have this technology, Mr T Sutton will look at whether the whole site is licensed as we are unable to hold meetings on licensed premises.

	8
	APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS INCLUDING REVIEW OF ACCOUNTS TO 30TH SEPTEMBER AND APPROVAL OF DONATION TO ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL

	8.1
	To approve payment of outstanding accounts 

It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices and cheques as listed:

Clerk’s Salary-November



                 
               572.97
Clerk’s expenses-Apr to Sept                                                                                     84.89

E-on-Pavilion electricity                                                                                              55.01

Cambridge Water-Pavilion water                                                                              127.04

Dave Bridgman-Green etc                                                                                        296.25           
RBL Poppy Wreath donation. Mr Fenn proposed we donate the sum of £60 to the Poppy appeal under Section 137 expenditure, seconded by Mr Lewis, unan. A cheque was duly drawn. Following the issues with the wreath this year it was suggested in order to avoid any confusion we order the wreath for next year direct from the British Legion.

	8.2
	Receipts- Mr & Mrs J Roberts Church End wayleave-£25 and the Cricket Club for the Green and Pavilion use of £510.

	8.3
	Review of accounts to 30th September 2015-These had been circulated prior to the meeting. Mr Twiss reviewed the bank balances as per the statements and agreed these to the accounts. A few minor points were discussed. The Clerk will investigate internet banking options.

	9
	REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS, CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS IN CONJUNCTION WITH INTERNAL AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS

	
	At present we are unable to progress this and this will be scheduled for our February meeting.

	10
	THE DOLES GREEN LANE AND FOOTPATHS

	
	The County Council rights of way officer has visited and he has said that before we can apply to have the affected byways seasonally gated we need to have signs erected for a 12 month period, it was agreed we should go ahead and request these be put up. 

	11
	RECYCLING CREDITS

	
	To be held over pending confirmation of receipt of funds.

	12
	REGISTRATION OF LAND UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH

	
	Mr Twiss has completed the valuations for the land and the documentation is now with the Solicitors.

	13
	OCA

	
	Mr Twiss had prepared a paper based on his research into the requirements of Charities and this paper is appended to these mintues, he ran through the detail on this paper and noted that it appeared that an ideal solution to some of the issues would be for the Parish Council to be custodian trustee of the property, with the management being dealt with by the Committee, this may also enable Council funds to be used for the upkeep of the property. Some discussion ensued over interests and Mr Couper pointed out that the two issues ie OCA and declaration of interests are two differing matters, he noted that the interests issue would be defined by the structure set up. We need to focus on the set up of OCA/OCE, ensure they continue to run efficiently, benefit from business rate relief and are able to obtain grants however if there is an issue at any time we need to ensure there is a structure in place to enable the Parish Council to assist. It was felt that it may be beneficial to set up a meeting with a few members of OCA and a few Parish Councillors to talk through what this structure might be and Mr Burling will offer this to OCA. Mr Burling has contacted the District Council with a view to obtaining some advice, as a District Councillor, he has also been in contact with Gamlingay Parish Council who have just gone through the process of drawing up a lease and setting up their community centre and they are happy to share their experiences with him too.  He also stated that there is a new chair of OCA and he has instigated some pro-active steps to promote the business interests of the centre, so far this month several successful events have been held and a small surplus has been reported, the appeal in relation to the noise complaint has been withdrawn and steps are being taken to address this issue long term. Mr Twiss noted that as it stands OCA appear to be in conflict with their constitution in respect of trustees and how the committee is set up and one way or another this would need to be addressed, Mr Burling noted this point was valid but felt it was secondary to the whole discussion over the set up. It was felt it would be beneficial to look at how other Charities are set up, gather as much information as possible and have a brainstorming session to get to the questions which really require legal input. Mr Couper suggested we nominate a group of people to be available to meet with OCA if required. Mr Fenn proposed Mr Twiss and Mr Couper be nominated to attend any such meeting as required, seconded by Mr Robinson, unan. Mr Burling will take this offer to OCA. 

	14
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES

	
	Fishing-The bin has now been erected at Overcote, we will approach the District Council again to see if they can offer a collection here. Mr Bridgman will paint “litter” on the bin. 
Over Day Centre-Mr Couper has had his initiation briefing and reported that in the next year the existing five year contract for places at the Day Centre is coming to an end and it is uncertain how this will impact on the Centre.

	
	Northstowe-Mr Twiss reported that the meetings are frequently cancelled now.

	15
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

	
	Long Furlong Bus stop-This is showing signs of cracking and Mr Lewis will monitor. He will also get a price for underpinning. 

Mere Fen footbridge-is extremely slippery when it is wet, Mr Robinson will report this to the County Council rights of way officer when he contacts him regarding the notices for the Doles Green Lane. 

Carnival-Notice of the date had been circulated to Councillors, no-one had any issues with this and we will inform them accordingly. 

Christmas lights-It was agreed under common sense expenditure that Colin Ambrose be approached to carry out the necessary electrical works for the lights. 

Village Sign-The repairs are now being undertaken. It was noted that a time capsule has been put into the base of the sign and we need to ensure this is not forgotten. 

Land at Station Road-a resident has contacted us about the overgrown state of this land, this has been passed onto the landowner who has told us they are happy to talk to the resident about this if required. 

Bus stop-We have received an email from a resident who lives in Willingham Road on the hill just outside the main village area. They have to walk either to Cox’s End or into Willingham to catch the bus and with the dark mornings and evenings are concerned for their safety, They have contacted Stagecoach about the possibility of having a temporary bus stop closer to where they live but have received no response as yet. It was suggested we contact our County Councillor to see if he can get anything done about this.

	16
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR COMING MEETING

	
	February-Standing orders etc. January-Budget and precept. December-Boundary Review

	
	Next meeting dates: Full Council  – Tuesday 8TH December 2015 


The meeting closed at 10.14pm
Chairman

