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13th October 2015



Over Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Over Parish Council held on 13th October 2015

PRESENT
Chair: Mr G Fenn
Councillors :
Mr G Twiss, Mrs P Scrivener,  Mr T Sutton,  Mr G Carr, Mr S Friend, Mr B Sutton, Mr B Burling and Mr Robinson. 

Clerk :
Mrs L Poulter

In attendance
Parishioners :  None present
County Councillor: None present
District Councillors: Cllr Burling
	Item


	1
	TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Mr Couper , Mr J Lewis and Cllr Hudson.

	2
	SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE BY NEW COUNCILLORS
Duly signed.

	3
	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

	
	None received.

	4
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

	
	No members of the public were present.

	5
	TO SIGN AND APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8th SEPTEMBER 2015

	
	Following a minor amendment were duly signed. The minutes relating to the closed session were circulated to Councillors and Mr Fenn proposed these be agreed as a true record, seconded by Mr Twiss, this was agreed by all Councillors present who had been at the meeting.

	6
	VILLAGE MATTERS

	6.1
	To receive report relating to the Green and Village issues. 

Mr Bridgman’s report had been circulated to Councillors and the Chairman summarised the issues requiring addressing. The main issues were the verti draining of the Green which has been precepted for and it was agreed this should be undertaken when convenient and the cutting of the Green hedge, it was also agreed this be undertaken, a few minor maintenance issues were also raised including keeping an eye on the horse chestnut trees on the Green and the state of the play area surfacing at the Recreation Ground. The Chairman will liaise with Mr Bridgman regarding these matters. We have also had a resident express concerns over the state of the tree on the Corner of The Doles near the Community Centre, this was identified as a District Council tree and our District Councillor will pass this on to the appropriate officer.

	6.2


	Pavilion refurbishment

The Chairman has now received another estimate for the replacement of the windows and doors making three in total. He will ask for formal quotes to be sent for consideration at the next meeting.

	7
	REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

	7.1
	County Council-Cllr Hudson’s report had been circulated. A few matters were raised including some of the new street lights which do not appear to be working, one is obscured by a tree and others still have yellow tape around them, these matters will be referred to our County Councillor along with the concerns surrounding poor lighting which we have received from a resident in The Doles, we will inform the resident that her concerns have been passed to the County Council. It was noted that we incurred the cost of emergency tree works in relation to a tree which fell onto Willingham Road from the County owned land and we will ask for reimbursement of this cost. Mr Twiss noted that the hedge along the cycleway to Swavesey is now due to be cut again and we will also ask Cllr Hudson to request that the cuttings be cleared from the path.

	7.2
	District Council-Cllr Burling reported that the planning system is now due to be changed in relation to the procedure for referrals to the planning committee, he also reported that the proposed scheme to build housing stock which the District had hoped to undertake is now on hold due to changes in to benefits proposed by central government. He also noted that the Northstowe joint development council has now been disbanded.

	7.3
	PCSO-Pat has agreed to attend the forthcoming modern slavery seminar.

	8
	PLANNING

	8.1
	S/2471/15/FL-Replacement storage hut at St Mary’s Church Hall for S Bell on behalf of Over Players. Mr Sutton proposed “no objections” seconded by Mr Twiss, unan.

	
	S/2459/15/FL-Garage at 39 The Lanes for L Jenkins. Mr Carr proposed “no objections” seconded by Mr Robinson, unan.
The day after our last meeting we had received an application for an extension to a property in High Street, we had asked the District Council for an extension to our deadline but had been informed that the application was due to be determined on 13th October and this was therefore not possible. We subsequently discovered that this application had been lodged with the District Council on 18th August but we had not received it until 9th September. We contacted the planning officer and expressed our disappointment that we had not been able to make representations on this application.
Mr Twiss had also discovered the existence of an application relating to the construction of 58 dwellings on land at Mill Road/Willingham Road.  This had been listed as an approved application on the District Council website but we had received no information about this. Mr Burling had looked into this and confirmed it was a speculative enquiry from a developer to ascertain if an environmental impact statement would be needed in the event of such a development. The planning officers have indicated such an application would not be 

	
	successful.

	8.2
	Permissions-None received

	8.3
	Refusals-Permission has been refused for demolition of rear aspect and erection of extension at 59 High Street

	8.4
	Appeals-Change of use at Riverview Farm following enforcement visit.

	9
	APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO SERVE ON  COMMITTEES OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS

	
	Over Town Lands Charity-Mr T Sutton, Mr R Robinson and Mr B Sutton offered to stand
Over Day Centre-Mr Couper had expressed an interest in this post
Over Community Association-Mr Burling offered to remain in this post
Hanson Liaison Committee-Mr Lewis to be asked to retain this position
Over & Swavesey District Angling Society-Mr Robinson offered to retain this post
Norman Way Industrial Estate Management Association-Mr Fenn offered to retain this post
Police Liaison Committee-Mr Carr offered to take on this role
Northstowe-including Transport working group-Mr Twiss offered to retain this post
A14 Upgrade-Mr Twiss offered to remain in this role
In addition we also have a Councillor who compiles the Over News page-Pat offered to continue with this.
Mr Fenn proposed the above appointments be agreed, en bloc, seconded by Mr Twiss, unan.

	10
	APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 

	10.1
	To approve payment of outstanding accounts 

It was proposed, seconded and carried unanimously to approve the invoices and cheques as listed:

Clerk’s Salary-October



                 
               572.97
Valley Springs-Play equip parts                                                                                126.00

PKF Littlejohn-External audit                                                                                     240.00

Atlas Tree Surgery-Re Willingham Road tree                                                             60.00

S Aves-Grass cutting at Overcote                                                                               80.00

Dave Bridgman-Green etc                                                                                         618.83

J Lewis-bin at Overcote                                                                                             152.40 

	10.2
	Receipts- Second half of 2015/16 Precept £18000

	11
	REPLACEMENT/REPAIR OF PARISH COUNCIL LAPTOP

	
	The Parish Council laptop which was purchased in January 2011 is no longer working. Apparently the motherboard has broken. This could be replaced and would cost in the region of £60-80 plus fitting or a new or refurbished one could be purchased. The Clerk is currently using her own laptop. Mr Fenn proposed the Clerk be given a budget of £300 to secure either a refurbished machine or purchase a new one, seconded by Mr Carr, unan

	12
	OCA

	
	Mr Couper had circulated a document for discussion to all Councillors and this was taken on board. It was agreed that his suggestion was concise and does reflect our thinking. Mr Burling reported that the Centre is trying to find a new way of setting up the organisation along the lines which had previously been recommended but that funding for this is limited. Mr T Sutton stated that he had sought legal advice and had been informed that OCE was in place to protect Trustees. Mr Burling noted that since he had been in the role of PC representative he had helped OCA in various ways including ascertaining whether the centre could be let to a wider market, it had been thought that lettings could only be made to Charities or other not-for-profit organisations but this was in fact not the case, this has meant that there is more of a market and the Centre are actively marketing the lettings side of the business which should result in more income from this source.  The website is also being re vamped.  Mr Twiss had also looked at the OCA constitution and raised some concerns regarding Trustees serving on the management committee since the constitution states that the Trustees must not be committee members. Mr Burling noted that the Committee struggle to get volunteers and at present some Trustees are serving in order to make up numbers and he was concerned as to how this could be resolved from a practical point. Mr Twiss suggested that perhaps the Constitution be amended, Mr Burling noted that this was possible but the Centre has no funding to do this at present. Mr Twiss also noted that the new model code of conduct we need to adopt would result in Mr Burling needing to declare an interest if we were to discuss assisting the Centre with funding in the future, he suggested that perhaps Mr Burling, rather than being a committee member with a vote, be an observer on OCA instead and then would be able to vote at our meetings. Mr Burling was reluctant to go down this path as he felt it was important he be able to vote in matters being considered by both bodies and that in fact he was a dual hatted member, Mr Fenn noted that such a role no longer existed.  It was agreed we need to clarify how the advice from Ian Dewar given at our last meeting and the contents of the NALC code of conduct interrelate and we therefore need to hold off on further discussion of this until advice is sought.

	13
	RECYCLING CREDITS

	
	In spite of being promised payment we still have not received the sum due and this will be held over until our next meeting.

	14
	REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS, CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS IN CONJUNCTION WITH INTERNAL AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS

	
	These documents had been circulated along with the agendas. It was agreed this be put on hold pending the outcome of our query raised under item 12 above. This will be made an agenda item for our November meeting.

	15
	REGISTRATION OF LAND UNDER THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH



	
	Nothing to report as yet.

	16
	RISK ASSESSMENTS

	
	These have now been completed and Mr Fenn will arrange for the necessary work to be carried out.

	17
	REPORTS FROM PC REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES

	
	OSDAS-Mr Robinson reported that the club is doing well. 

Hanson-Are currently trying to increase production of gravel.

OCA-Following the complaint regarding noise a hearing was held and in order for them to retain their license a list of recommendations were made to the Centre. The weekend after this hearing an event was held but one of the recommendations was not adhered to and this has now resulted in an appeal being lodged by the initial complainants which if successful would mean the Centre could lose its license.

OTLC-Due to the low usage of the Town Hall, the Charity is having to consider if the Hall in its 

	
	current form is sustainable.

A14 meeting-Mr Twiss reported that a decision regarding the upgrade is due to be made in May. The contractors are keen to support community undertakings with either supply of funds or perhaps materials and we need to bear this in mind.



	18
	OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

	
	District Council-Information leaflet.

	19
	REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR COMING MEETING

Review of accounts to 30th September, Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct, Recycling Credits, OCA, The Doles and footpaths.

	
	Next meeting dates: Full Council  – Tuesday 10TH November 2015 


The meeting closed at  9.47pm
Chairman

