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Minutes

 14th April 2026

A full Parish Council meeting for Over Parish Council was held on 14th April 2026 at 7pm in the Seminar Room at Over Community Centre. 

Present – Cllr S Couper, Cllr R Day, Cllr G Theobald, Cllr H Baker.

Amy Lord – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.

										
 
  Full Council Meeting
01/04/2026	Public Participation. 
A member of the public raised a concern regarding a piece of land adjacent to their property on The Doles, specifically relating to a large tree overhanging their boundary. The Council agreed to make enquiries to establish ownership of the land. If ownership cannot be determined, the member of the public was advised to contact HM Land Registry.
A second member of the public attended to discuss the height restriction barrier at Overcote and access arrangements. It was noted that keys to the barrier may be made available for certain individuals or activities; however, a formal policy will need to be developed to govern access, including the issuing and management of keys. It was further noted that there is currently no signage indicating the height restriction at the barrier. Councillors agreed that further discussion is required regarding access arrangements. In addition, it was noted that there are conflicting signs relating to the use of barbecues, which will need to be reviewed.

02/04/2026	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
		Cllr Fenn and Cllr Robinson sent their apologies. 
		
03/04/2026	Reports from County and District Councillors. 
3.1 – The County Councillor’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The report included information and links relating to potential funding opportunities for residents using oil heating. Councillors raised a number of concerns regarding local transport issues. Due to the volume of matters identified, it was agreed that Councillors would draft a letter to County Councillor Navarro outlining the issues for further discussion at a future meeting. Specific concerns highlighted included the route between Willingham and Earith, the bus stop at Swavesey, and bus timetable provision at Over.

3.2 – District Councillors – report was circulated prior to the meeting. No questions from councillors.


04/04/2026	To receive declarations of interest.
		None.

05/04/2026	To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 10th March 2026.
5.1 The minutes from the meeting held on the 10th March 2026 were circulated prior to the meeting. All approved to sign the minutes. 
		5.2 Cllr Couper, vice chair, signed the minutes in the absence of the chair. 
	 

06/04/2026	Planning / Tree works Applications Update.
6.1 26/01145/HFUL. 40 The Lanes Over Cambridgeshire CB24 5NQ. : Single storey rear/side extension with rooflights, following demolition of existing conservatory. No comments
6.2 26/01119/LBC. 12 Fen End Over Cambridgeshire CB24 5NE. Removal of decayed footplate and affected timber studs in north east wall of living room. Installation of new brick plinth and strengthened timber support for main support beam to the first floor. No comments. 

07/04/2026	Finance.
	7.1 To approve the schedule of payments for April 2026. All payments approved with the addition of two invoices from David Bridgman. 
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08/04/2026	Overcote Update. 
The height barrier has been fitted but is not yet locked. Following discussion with a member of the public, it was agreed that further consideration is required regarding access arrangements, including the issuing and management of keys. 

09/04/2026	Reports from Reps on Village Organisations. 
9.1 Town Lands Charity. No update - Cllr Fenn absent.
		9.2 Over Community Association. No update - Cllr Fenn absent.
9.3 Over Day Centre – It was noted that end of year income is up by 64% compared to last year. The front extension has been agreed to go ahead; however, there is currently a shortfall in funds. Fundraising will be undertaken to help cover the costs.
	9.4 Brice Aggregates. No update - Cllr Robinson absent.


10/04/2026	Maintenance to Parish Land (including ponds). 
It was reported that one of the trees by Sandpit Pond has blown down and requires removal. It was agreed to contact Atlas to enquire whether they are able to undertake the work.
		 
11/04/2026	To review and approve Code of Conduct. 
		All approved to adopt the code of conduct. 

12/04/2026	To confirm date and time for Annual Parish Meeting.
		It was agreed to hold the APM prior to the next parish council meeting on 12th May at 6pm. 

13/04/2026	To discuss location for commemorative tree.
It was discussed that the cherry tree could replace the fallen tree at Sandpit pond once that has been removed.

14/04/2026	To review and approve quote for traffic management for Remembrance Day parade.
The quote for traffic management for the Remembrance Day parade was considered. It was agreed to accept the quote. Councillors also agreed that the event arrangements would be reviewed following the parade.

15/04/2026	To discuss the need to fill vacancies
Councillors discussed ways to fill the current vacancies. It was agreed to place a notice in the Village Standard and to increase the use of the Council’s Facebook page for publicity. It was also agreed to include a recurring agenda item to identify key points to highlight to residents each month, with a view to sharing these via social media.

16/04/2026	To discuss the request for historical plaques around the village .
The Clerk noted that the application process for English Heritage signage is highly competitive, with a large number of applications, and that while parish councils can apply for plaques, there are strict rules and guidelines that must be followed. It was noted that there are some good examples of plaques in Swavesey. The Clerk will contact the Clerk at Swavesey to obtain information on their procedures, including examples and associated costs. Cllr Couper will speak with residents to identify which buildings they would like to see commemorated.

17/04/2026	To review and discuss donation to FOPS
	To review at the next meeting. 

18/04/2026	To review and discuss the need for a new parish plan
	It was noted that the last Parish Plan was produced in 2006. Councillors discussed developing a questionnaire to gather residents’ views on priorities for the village and to improve community engagement. The Clerk will contact Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils to seek guidance on recent parish plans and current best practice.

19/04/2026	To discuss the location for memorial bench
	It was agreed that Sandpit Pond would be a suitable location. Councillors discussed obtaining a quote for a gravel path or plinth. It was also noted that the grassed area would require increased maintenance.

20/04/2026	To discuss the correspondence regarding the trees at The Doles East. 	
Cllr Navarro from County Council has been made aware and is enquiring about the ownership of the land. 
	
21/04/2026	Items for next agenda.
		Transport issues – update from Cllr Navarro. 



22/04/2026	Date of next PC meeting.
12th May, 9th June, 14th July, 8th September, 13th October, 10th November. 

Close of meeting; 20.35pm
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April Schedule of Payments

PAYEE Details

Total 

Payments Powers

Type of 

payment

Clerk’s Salary  Payroll £1,389.27LGHA 1989 s7

SO

Clerk’s  Working from home allowance £25.00LGHA 1972 

SO

HMRC

PAYE and NI 

£125.70LGHA 1989 s7

BACS

HMRC

Employer NI  £168.72LGHA 1989 s7

BACS

NEST Pension

Employee contribution £61.67LGHA 1989 s7

CARD

NEST Pension

Employer Contribution £46.25LGHA 1989 s7

CARD

Microsoft Monthly Charge £52.16LGHA 1972 s.266

DD

Microsoft Monthly Charge  £10.32LGHA 1972 s.266

DD

SCDC Monthly collection charge £234.20Litter Act 1983 ss5,6

DD

Over Enterprise Hire of Seminar Room  £52.20

LGA 1972, s.133 BACS

Advance Security Ltd Annual CCTV service/maintenance £300.00LGHA 1972 

BACS

MC Groundcare Supply & fit height barrier, grass cutting £3,594.00OSA 1906, s10

BACS

British Gas Electricity charges - Pavilion £190.07LGHA 1972 s.267

DD

Npower Electricity charges - The Doles £57.81LGHA 1972 s.267

DD

Pennon Water Water charges £48.03LGA 1972 s.19

DD

David Bridgman March Maintenance £170.00

LGA 1953, s.4 BACS

David Bridgman March Cleaning £85.00

LGA 1953, s.4 BACS

Total  £6,610.40

Costs relating to The Green (Registered Charity 300418)

MC Groundcare

Grass cutting March 2026 £204.00 BACS

MC Groundcare

Grass cutting August 2025 £408.00

Total 

£612.00

Receipts

Total  £0.00
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