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Over Parish Council’s Annual Meeting was held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 6.30pm in the Seminar Room at the Community Centre.


Present - Cllr G Fenn, Cllr G Theobald, Cllr R Day, Cllr R Robinson, Cllr S Couper

Amy Lord – Clerk and responsible finance officer.

Parish Council Annual Meeting


01/05/2026	Election of Chairman
It was proposed by Cllr Theobald and seconded by Cllr Day that Cllr Graham Fenn be elected as Chair of the Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year.
	
       02/05/2026	Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
	Cllr Fenn signed the declaration of acceptance.

03/05/2026	Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr Couper was nominated but declined the nomination. Cllr Couper nominated Cllr Theobald, Cllr Theobald accepted, all approved. 

04/05/2026	Vice Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
	Cllr Theobald signed the declaration of acceptance. 

05/05/2026	All Councillors to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
	All signed. 

06/05/2026	Co-option of councillor 
	The applicant withdrew prior to the meeting. No co-option took place.

07/05/2026	Public Participation
	None present. 
	
08/05/2026       To receive and approve apologies for absence.
		        None.
		



09/05/2026       Reports from County and District Councillors. 
9.1 – County Councillor – The report had been received and circulated prior to the meeting. It was noted that the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) deadline is next month, and that one implication for the County Council will be the earlier setting of budgets. Cllr Navarro advised that he will be holding surgeries within the village to provide residents with an opportunity to raise any questions or concerns in person       9.2 – District Councillors – It was noted that no report had been received from the District Councillors, as they had only recently been elected. The clerk will contact the new councillors and invite to attend the next meeting. 

      10/05/2026        To receive declarations of interest.
		       None. 

      11/05/2026	       To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 14th April 2026.
9.1 The minutes from the meeting held on the 14th April 2026 were circulated prior to the meeting. All approved to sign the minutes. 
		       9.2 Cllr Fenn signed the minutes. 

     12/05/2026	     Planning / Tree works Applications Update.
12.1 26/0389/TTCA. 64 High Street Over Cambridgeshire. T 1 - Lawson Cypress - Fell to ground level. No objections.
12.2 26/0391/TTCA. 66 High Street Over Cambridgeshire. T 1 - Yew - Reduce the tips of the Western lateral branches by up to 1.5m – No objections.
12.3 26/01461/HFUL. 23 Meadow Lane Over Cambridgeshire. Two storey side extension and external cladding. No objections.
12.4 26/01468/HFUL. 26 King Street Over Cambridgeshire CB24 5PS. Single storey rear extension following demolition of existing Conservatory & replacement front Porch. No objections.

  13/05/2026       Finance.
13.1 To approve the schedule of payments for May 2026. It was agreed to approve the schedule of payments with the addition of the two invoices received from the handyman and to include the donation to the Over Carnival. 
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   14/05/2026      Overcote Update. 
  It was reported that the signs for the height barrier are due to be installed on Thursday, together with an additional sign on Ouse Fen Road advising motorists of the height barrier ahead. It was noted that there is currently no padlock fitted to the barrier. Councillors discussed enquiries received from members of the public regarding access through the barrier. The Clerk was asked to begin a register of interested parties requiring access. It was agreed that using an access code would not be appropriate, as codes could easily be shared. It was resolved to purchase a padlock and key system for the barrier. Councillors also agreed to undertake regular visits to Overcote to monitor usage of the area, carry out litter picking, take photographs, and maintain a more regular log of activity. It was also reported that the bins are being looked at due to broken doors, and that toilet facilities will also be installed on site soon. 

			 
   15/05/2026	  Pavilion  / Green Update.
It was reported that members of the cricket club have been parking on the grassed area. The Clerk was  asked to contact the Cricket Club to advise that parking on the grass is not permitted.
	 	
   16/05/2026	  Reports from Reps on Village Organisations.
15.1 Town Lands Charity.  Met on Monday. All allotment rents have been paid and all plots are currently occupied. A new door is being arranged for the Town Hall, and repairs to the gates at the neighbouring Town House property are also being explored.
	15.2 Over Community Association – Meeting to take place next week.
	15.3 Over Day Centre - 5 pub challenge took place, raised approx. £1800. Client numbers are trending in the right direction, around 75% of break even, however the break even number is increasing due to rising costs. Hospital discharge service is now a hospital delivery and discharge service; a meeting with the stakeholders of that project is scheduled for 27th May. Proposed extension, works going on with Cambs county council and planners in South Cambs, grants are being applied for but cannot go ahead without planning permission being received first. 
	15.4 Brice Aggregates – Cllr advised he was waiting to hear of date for the next meeting.
                       
 
  17/05/2026	  Maintenance to Parish Land (including ponds).
Betongpark have been invited to come and review landscaping around the skatepark as it needs improving. 


18/05/2026	Transport issues update – Cllr Navarro.	
Cllr Navarro reported that he has a meeting with Stagecoach tomorrow regarding bus timetable issues.
The councillors raised the issue of the condition of the road between Willingham and Earith. Cllr Navarro advised that he had met with County Council officers and that, due to the narrow banks, proximity to the waterway, and peat beneath the road surface, any full resurfacing works may have a limited lifespan, with estimates suggesting repairs may not last more than ten years. The matter has also been raised at Full Council due to the road being so heavily used. Cllr Navarro agreed to revisit the issue.
An update was also provided regarding safety works on the busway. Members noted that the published timescales remain vague, referring only to works taking place “over the summer”. Cllr Navarro advised that, following meetings on the matter, the final section of the busway works is not expected to be completed until the New Year. Councillors expressed concern regarding the limited communication provided about the busway works. Cllr Navarro agreed to seek an update regarding sections of the busway currently being left open. Councillors also discussed the Swavesey busway car park noting that Section 106 funding had previously been referenced for improvements to the car park. Cllr Navarro agreed to investigate this further.

	
   19/05/2026	 Items for social media.
		 Donations to Over Carnival and FOPS. 
		 Picture and statement about Overcote – Cllr Theobald to draft. 
		 Advert for parish councillors 

20/05/2026	 To discuss and approve grant for the Over Carnival.
It was noted that £500.00 had been allocated within the current year’s budget for the Carnival, and that the   £500.00 allocated in the previous year had not been utilised. It was therefore proposed by Cllr Fenn that a donation of £1,000.00 be made towards the Carnival. All approved.

21/05/2026	    Items for next agenda.
		    Village survey – Parish plan.
		    History noticeboards. 
		
		   

   22/05/2026	  Date of next PC meeting.
9th June, 14th July, 8th September, 13th October, 10th November. 
	

Close of meeting 19.22pm
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May Schedule of Payments

PAYEE Details

Total 

Payments Powers

Type of 

payment

Clerk’s Salary  Payroll £1,389.27LGHA 1989 s7

SO

Clerk’s  Working from home allowance £25.00LGHA 1972 

SO

HMRC

PAYE and NI 

£125.70LGHA 1989 s7

BACS

HMRC

Employer NI  £168.72LGHA 1989 s7

BACS

NEST Pension

Employee contribution £61.67LGHA 1989 s7

CARD

NEST Pension

Employer Contribution £46.25LGHA 1989 s7

CARD

Microsoft Monthly Charge £49.68LGHA 1972 s.266

DD

Microsoft Monthly Charge  £10.32LGHA 1972 s.266

DD

SCDC Monthly collection charge £234.20Litter Act 1983 ss5,6

DD

Over Enterprise Hire of Seminar Room  £36.00

LGA 1972, s.133 BACS

Viking Printer Ink £75.53LGHA 1972, s.133

BACS

MC Groundcare Grass cutting/Bins Overcote £666.00OSA 1906, s10

BACS

CAPALC Membership Fee £830.44

BACS

David Bridgman Cleaning £85.00

LGA 1953, s.4 BACS

David Bridgman Green maintenance £238.00

LGA 1953, s.4 BACS

Over Carnival Donation £1,000.00

BACS

Total  £5,041.78

Costs relating to The Green (Registered Charity 300418)

MC Groundcare

Grass cutting April £420.00 BACS

Total 

£420.00

Receipts

Cambridgshire District Council

Precept  £56,250.00

Total  £56,250.00


